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It had been a normal day at work. Monika was locking up, ready to head home, when the man arrived. She
didn't even see his fist until it was far too late...

Bundled into a car, tied up and taken in darkness to an old mill in the thick of a forest, she has been flung
into a bunker. It is only now, as time passes and she sees her attacker in the light, that she notices the
startling resemblance to someone from her very dark and buried past, someone she never wanted to see
again.

Was this a robbery gone wrong?

Is he Hans returned for revenge?

Is she even the victim at all?
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Justme says

I found this very hard to follow, and the storyline was unfulfilling. I kept on waiting for the plot to thicken,
or at least begin to unravel, which it did in a very confusing manner! The more I read, the more sluggishly
the book seemed to move, and the more confusing it all became.
I didn't find myself becoming interested in either of the main characters; perhaps the book is better in
German, as I know it has been translated, but I felt that the writing was very simple, and that the characters
seemed quite undeveloped.
Not necessarily a book I would recommend - the praise for the author on the cover seems like a little bit of
an exaggeration to me.

Armin says

Als Hörbuch praktisch unverdaulich, musste mir die gedruckte Fassung besorgen, um einigermaßen
durchzusteigen. Es gibt drei Erzählebenen mit zugehörigen Schrifttypen und streckenweise keine
Chronologie.
Mit dem Voyeur und dem depperten Außenseiter werden zwei Motive wieder bearbeitet, die es auch im
Erfolgsbuch Tannöd gibt. Ansonsten übelste Zeilendrescherei als hätte der Markt jedes Jahr ein Büchel von
Frau Schenkel nötig.Die Story steht im Klappentext, beim Lesen erfährt man, dass Entführer Dimitri von
seinem kriminellen Vater misshandelt wurde, Monika den Mord an ihrem Bruder Joachim dem Dorfdeppen
Hans in die Schuhe geschoben hat. Während ihrer Haft in der alten Mühle identifiziert sie ihren Entführer als
Hans und stiftet ihn zum Mord an ihrem Chef an, der in die alte Mühle gelockt wird. Als Hans/Dimitri
dessen Leiche im Bunker entsorgt, fällt die Tür zu, der Schlüssel steckt außen. Damit beginnt das Buch,am
Ende kann sich der Eingesperrte befreien, weil sein Vater immer schon ein Pfuscher gewesen ist. Er sticht
Monika, die er in besseren Moment für eine Art Reinkarnation seiner vom Vater in den Selbstmord
getriebenen Mutter gehalten hat, nieder. Die Chronik der Operation einer verletzten mit Stichwunden ist
zwischen die beiden Erzählstränge gequetscht.

Ari says

One accepted way to write a "good book" nowadays seems to be to tell the plot kaleidoscope wise. You have
the possibility to understand the complete picture only after reading the whole story. Schenkel seems to be
one of there writers.

Sometimes it works, sometimes it feels like artificial artistry. This time the story was so simple and the book
so short that it did not irritate. I did not like it too much though.

The message of the story was perhaps the old one: "Remember to beat you wife every week. If you don't
know why, she does."
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Karen says

You could not, ever, accuse Andrea Maria Schenkel of wordiness. Her books are masterpieces of succinct,
pointed fiction, leaving a lot to the readers imagination, conclusion or simply confusion. Which is part of
what I love about these books - that feeling, when finished reading, that you might just not have the whole
picture. That there are things that you may have to think about, that not everything is black and white, and
that the grey is often very dark, very cloudy, very textured grey.

BUNKER is a particular example of that wonderful act of leaving the reader to decide, to extrapolate, to
conjecture, to muddle through. We're given the details of a kidnapping (or is it), we're given multiple
viewpoints, and we're given precious little detail. In exchange the reader does have to work, there's a lot of
different possible interpretations in here - unreliable narrator perhaps? In which case which one? Past
catching up with the present? Mistaken identity? Pointless act? Act of revenge? You decide.

Hard work undoubtedly. Not a book for fans of the carefully laid out plot, or for a clear who / what / when /
why type resolution. But I've personally been a fan of Schenkel's writing from the very first book, although
to be honest, they aren't books I recommend to others easily. I find their obtuseness rewarding, the amount of
work I have to put in to considering what just happened an exciting part of the overall experience... but they
aren't straightforward. There are hidden depths in BUNKER that you might find you have to work for.

http://www.austcrimefiction.org/revie...

Janne Paananen says

Schenkel tarjoaa aiempien kirjojensa tapaan kurkistuksen ihmisen synkempään puoleen. Bunkkeri on
kidnapatun ja kidnappaajan välinen psykologinen vuoropuhelu, jota värittää väkivalta ja pakokauhu.
Tapahtumia viedään eteenpäin kummankin toimiessa vuorotellen kertojaäänenä. Tämä pään sisältä toiseen
hyppääminen toimii tehokkaasti. Tapahtumia ja taustoja paljastetaan pikkuhiljaa ja Schenkel onnistuu
pitämään tällä kertaa lukijan mielenkiinnon yllä loppuun asti. Ei tämä Schenkelin esikoisteoksen tasolle yllä,
mutta on ehdottomasti parempi kuin Tapaus Kalteis.

Peter Blom says

In het nederlands gelezen.
Wel erg mooi geschreven, maar niet echt spannend.
Ook al die dromen (die ik vast behoor te duiden) vindt ik af en toe vermoeiend.
Herlezen op 22 dec 2012. Vorige recentie wat negatief. Mooie opzet met de wisselende perspectieven. En de
dromen passen toch mooi bij het verhaal.
Boek eindigt als zijn rol is uitgelegd terwijl zij de hoofdpersoon leek, ietwat onbevredigend.

Donna Henderson says

I loved this book! I honestly get bored with the countless thriller books on the shelves that seem to offer
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several linking and twisting subplots that all tie up neatly at the end. This book follows a different structure
in that it is told from three viewpoints - the hero's, the villain's and the description of the present day /
situation. It took a while to work out where the story was headed to begin with because of this, but after half
way thorugh it finally clicked and I thought it ingenious! I loved both of the characters - they were not the
usual 'sympathetic hero with a strength that will pull her through', and the 'usual villain who is the total bad
guy'! The author was brilliant at capturing the atmosphere and images of horror. I can see the relation of this
book to many of my favourite horror movies; and I am not sure, but I would say the author is an avid fan of
horror movies also! I was reading the story as though I was watching it on screen - and that to me speaks of
great writing. The Murder Farm is now on my 'to read' list.

Phlaemmle says

Das Buch mag zum Lesen recht angenehm sein, da dann der Perspektivenwechsel vielleicht besser gelöst ist.
Wobei, eigentlich sollte dies auch beim Hörbuch kein Problem sein, werden die Passagen doch von
verschiedenen Personen gelesen. Aber das ist anstrengend und fordert die volle Aufmerksamkeit des
Zuhörenden. Wenn dann auch noch Frau Sawatzki anfängt "Wienerisch" zu parlieren ehwieso. Gehörte das
zum Konzept? Mich hat es immer wieder irritiert. Dazu noch die Vielschichtigkeit der Handlung zu folgen,
war mir zeitweise nicht möglich. Mache Tracks musste ich zwei, drei Mal hören, bis ich wüsste, wer gerade
über was warum spricht. Das passiert mir eher selten. Spass war das keiner, auch wenn ich bis zum Ende
durchgehalten habe, um endlich mit Frau Schenkel abgeschlossen zu haben. Bestimmt gibt es noch
schlechtere Bücher, bessere aber sicher auch!

Char says

For my full review please visit my blog: Bunker review @ From the Shadows I Review

I really don't know what to say about this one. It's difficult to sun it up but if I don't do it now, I never will.
Although it's not my number one genre I really like crime/thriller type novels. This one never really captured
me though. I found the set up confusing. There was too much being told in too short an amount of time. The
more I read, the more confused I got. I realise this book is a translation from German but I'm not sure that's
the problem. Another thing I found was that the English was very simple. I've seen more elaborate words in
YA. Maybe that is a translation issue and it sounds more adult in German. Saying that I don't want to blame
everything on the translator, por woman.

I didn't really find myself relating to either of the main characters. I found their personalities quite dull. I get
that they were in a difficult situation but that could have brought certain character traits to the fore. This
didn't really happen though and so I felt like I was missing something with them. Especially as they had no
connection with each other.

Overall I feel kind of disappointed, this book could have been awesome with Monika becoming attached to
her kidnapper (yes I'm thinking Stockholm syndrome) but I think the book lacked depth like that. This book
is a bit of a jumbled mess, it's confusing and it tries to cover too much in too short a time though. I will say
that the cover I have ties in well with the novel, helping you to visualise the area where the story takes place.
I don't think I'd recommend this book and I doubt I'll ever read anything else by this author.
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Bill Lawrence says

I've read all three Schenkel books published in the UK to date and enjoyed them all. The detail was
disturbing and fascinating and the juxtaposition of alternate points of view creates different feelings and
senses of the two key characters and their interpretation of what is happening. It maybe thin, but there are
hidden depths.

Oktober says

Eines der schlechtesten Bücher, die ich seit langem gelesen habe.
Der Perspektivenwechsel ist anfangs verwirrend, später nervig. Die Innensichten der Figuren sind weder
tiefgründig noch ziehen sie den Leser in ihren Bann. Die Handlung ist, gelidne gesagt, dämlich, zuweilen
unlogisch und unverständlich. Die Autorin versucht krmapfhaft, Spannung zu erzeugen, was ihr nicht
annähernd gelingt. Ich muss jetzt meine Meinung über "Tannöd" ändern - im Vergleich zu diesem
Geschreibsel war das nobelpreisverdächtig!

Cerisaye says

An ambiguous crime novel that left me uncertain I'd understood what was going on. I've read other books by
this author and this one was a bit slight. Not a bad read, however, and I like how the reader had to do the
work to put together the puzzle, with scope for different interpretations.

Victoria Roberts says

Was an interesting read but not really my cup of tea.

Vanessa Vallos says

Mmmh ... I don't hate it but I don't like it either.

So long, not enough dialogue. We are inside the head of the character but I don't like it inside.

Around the middle I thought I will like it but no. The end was terrible.

Of 100 pages I liked about 10 pages.
I didn't feel anything I was even bored. I fall asleep once ...... in the bus.
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Tsuhonets says

I have a somewhat conflicted feeling about Bunker. Being a thriller, it wasn't very thrilling. There wasn't
much to hold one's breath onto. The book just unfolded in a rather laconic manner, leaving behind annoying
trails of confusion.

The charaters were very poor as well. The protagonist, being a woman who has been abducted by a stranger,
behaved in a completely irrational matter which did not help me sympathetise with her. The abductor in
return, was slightly more sympathisable but still a very weak character. Bunker being so short as it is, the
text should have been much more punchy to give depth to the characters, and to the entire plot really.

Thrill was meant to be created through reoccurring flashforwards but the execution of that (even font had to
be changed as if the reader would be too much of an idiot to understand what it is about) just gave a really
cheap vibe.

I didn't get much out of this book.


