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Deepika says

love this book very nice and well written , i cud not stop reading till the end oncei began

When | was young my mom kept telling me | remind her of a miniseries she watched years ago before the
war but couldn't find again called Queenie starring the enchanting Mia Sara.

Years later, | told afriend of mine who was obsessed with books and movies about it and he got me the
book, first edition, | kept on searching until | got two copies one on VCR and ancther on DVD as a surprise
to my mother, | was 16 at the time, we only had half of the miniseries before and to me watching the whole
thing was breathtaking.

We had aritual for awhile of watching it over and over again, reciting the best scenes like "Who am |
mama?"'.

Yearslater | discovered that this story is actually real about a beautiful actress called Merle Oberon. To tell
you the truth, | haven't finished reading this book, but I'm planning on it.

My older review:

| LOVE LOVE LOVE thisbook, the story is very rare and amazing, | have seen the movie zillion of times
with mom, starring Kirk Douglas and Mia Sara, it is a story about Merle Oberon, a spectacularly beautiful
half-caste, rose from the slums of Calcutta hoping to the heights of Hollywood/London stardom in the
1930's.

Wrongly accused of murder, she fled Calcutta hoping to start over in London. There she worked as a stripper
until aclub owner and photographer, Lucien, turned her into afamous model.

Now, Queenieisto star in afilm which isto film in Calcutta. She's terrified to return there. but her powerful
producer vanquish her old enemies and clears her name. Grateful, she marries him even though it is Lucien

whom she loves. When the producer dies the day of the film premier, she and Lucien are reunited. It isonly
then that Queenie, or Dawn Avelon proudly reveal s the truth about her mixed heritage.
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D Young says

| read this book along time ago, but the story has stuck with me and | keep looking for it so | can re-read it.
It is both tragic and joyous and paints a very realistic picture of the "dark side" of fame.

Maya says

| enjoyed this, though it certainly had a bit of 80s camp about it--even though it was about colonial India, 30s
London, and 40s Hollywood! | got interested in this after reading Korda's memoir about being an editor, and
it is based on his aunt Merle Oberman, who | saw in part of amovie once. Anyway, not great literature, but a
fast and entertaining, if not alittle guilt-inducing, read, especially for 632 pages!

Martin says

During the heydays of the ‘80s soaps, publishing firms... http://deaze-factor.blogspot.ca/2016...

Khristine Doiron says

| realy enjoyed this book, from the start to the finish. | was drawn in right from the start and even though
there were many characters, which | do not like in books, | did not have a hard time keeping them all
straight. If you are looking for a happy go lucky book, than thisis not the book for you.

Emily says

H {w? TN UKP?G, 2U0pPn ¢, LTOAOY?0TpIag Kou vl Eekiv?el atnv 1vd?a, KVEL Jla oT?0n oTnv
AWA?0 KOI TEAELVEL OTNV AUEPIK?, U700 OTO JIOUATIO KOl OTA UTRIANVTIA.

ECWwUIK? oOTIOLV?TEPQ, N OTID?0 €V 7PEl aTod?dEl TN (Ww? TNn¢ nborolo? Merle Oberon kal auTt? eval
Aa evdla@?pov anpe?o ato BiA7o.

MPOIKICUAVN UE LA OTTVIA OPOP@ ?, AVATP2PETAL OTI? TN HAU? TNG WS AYyA 200, IE OT?X0 va
HeyaAoupy?oel. Kal T KAT?@EPE. AVe nNBOTION 7 TOV CIVEU? KAl OTPOPIA?0TNKE OTA (?ta,
QTOAAUBAVOVTOC BAUVHAOT?C, ?PWIEC, YONVEC, METZLO, SLAUNTIO KAl Ae@r?. H PAAe1{n TAAVTOU
NG KOA2PONKE €2KOAA AT? TOAOVTO?X0UC OKNVOB?TEC KO QPTOYP2POLC TIOU TPPAAAV TNV EEWTIK?
OHOP@ ? TN KA TIC PWTOOKI 70€1¢ TOU TPROOC 2OV TNC.

MavteA?¢ ava?00ntn UTPog 6TOV OKOTE? TNE, XPNOIOTIO?NOE avOP?TouC KAl adlo@?pnos TA?pwG
Yid TN UNT?pa TNG, P2XVOVTOC TIO? KAl TIO? UEPIK? KPOKOJEZALO d?Kpud.

Agv E?pOLE OV OY?TTNOE K210V ATT? TOUC QOUKOP?IEC TIOU XPNOIUOTIONOE KAT? KAIPO?¢. MPAAOV
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OT?00V0, UIAC KOl 2Tw¢ Qo VETAL, AYOTIO?0E TEPICCTEPO OATI? K?0€ TI, TO £€20WA0 TNE TO OTID?0
PPVTICE OPEIDd?C.

Ekevo tou Ba Bup?ual ar? to PiIBA?0 (1?7t 2Aa T PAA0 oV TOHA Ba KOALEIOV OTT? TN A?0N)
ENAI TO €§7C.

H Kou21 ?xel TA?0V HEYOA?OEL, ?XEl TIPOKTIK? ATOOLPOE? 0T B?Ad TNG LE TOV KAT? TOA? VE?TEPO
WIPA TNC (VOUEPO 3 VOU?LW) AAA? AVOYK2ZLETAL VA EEUUT?OEL Vid (A dNU?010 ELPNION

TIPOKEI L0V Vo TPAA?BEl Va BpaBe?0. EL@av?{eTal AOITI, HE IO LOKPL? TOVOA?TA UE HaVXIA
KOl PNA? AQIU?, VIOT? €2XE TNV EELTIV?DA, A7El O CLYYPOQP?UC, VO N CLYKPIBE? UE TIC KAT? TIOA?
VE?TEPEC KO OPOPYP?TEPEC NOOTIIO?C (OTA TES?U ACIU?G KAl UTP?toa). K2t u?8ape dnNAad? att? 1n
OO TIOLV?TEPO.

Nancy Rossman says

First adisclaimer: my husband bought this for me as ajoke because of itstitle alone. Once afew yearsago in
amoment of contention my husband blurted out that | was "such a princess' to which | replied, "No, Queen."

Anyhow, as these things go with married couples some things that were once angry become funny and
reappear from time to time. Thus his nickname of me as Queenie has stuck. And so this year on our
anniversary when he was out of ideas this book became one of my gifts.

We shared a good laugh. Then | opened it, thinking 1'd donate to the library and began a completely
immersed read. After ten pages, | knew | would finish it, despite my distaste for 600 page books.

Imagine a setting of pre WWI and India, rich with cultural clashes, rich/poor, ambition, the threat of the
British pulling out. What will happen? A handsome Irish man has fathered a child with an Indian and he
bolts, leaving them poor and without means to support themselves. But the mother is enterprising,
resourceful, and proud. She will survive. The child, Queenie, is gorgeous. Exotic, light-skinned, and also
determined. Her mother's brother, Morgan, is devoted. Mad about as a child but in love with her as she enters
teenage years. Surely Morgan can find away to get them "home", asin England where Queenie thinks all of
her problems will be solved. His golden touch on the saxophone has alowed him to walk the line of where
his"race" will be accepted. Queenie insists that Morgan steal from awealthy English woman whom he beds
on occasion so that they will have the required funds to bolt.

Thistaeistwists and turns with al that happens in England and then to America. Queenie turns heads and
uses her beauty in avariety to get ahead. The success keegps soaring but she's never happy, turning one good
opportunity into another. Y ou'd think you would hate her but in away there was no way | couldn't root for
her. Her many secrets pull her down, time and time again.

Brilliant, really and left me panting to the last sentence. Well done. Must see what el se this author wrote
since he was unknown to me.

Philip says

| first read QUEENIE when it was published in 1985, and remember it as ajuicy, hard-to-put-down roman a
clef about Hollywood's legendary Merle Oberon. All the author did was change the names!
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Michael Korda knew his subjet well - by virtue of her marriage to his uncle, film producer Sir Alexander
Korda, Oberon was for atime the author's aunt.

And with its pedigree, why shouldn't it be ajuicy, hard-to-put-down book? The author, after al, was at the
time Editor-in-Chief of Simon & Schuster, and among the authors he edited were Larry McMurtry, Harold
Rabbins, Susan Howatch, Irving Wallace, Mary Higgins Clark and many other popular writers - he helped
them tell their stories well, and was pretty good at it himself!

12/14: 1t was, as | remembered, areally good read, aimost - well, amost like Harold Robbinsin his prime!

Scott Roberts says

The book cover has"all time favourite” theme to the historical romance novel. | give this book 5 stars.

v Marlenev says

This was another book that | loved when i was younger. | still have the Dutch copy. Might tell my daughter
to giveit atry. Sheloved Lace by Shirley Conran. (I did too)

Back in the days | loved reading books like this. Judith Kranz,Jacqueline Susann, Jackie Collins and Harold
Robbins come to mind. That iswhat is great about goodreads. Y ou click one book and then you see other
books which reminds you you have read those as well.

WEell if you are not easily offended by sex scenes and you want to read something light, thisis the book.
Not sure when | read this.

JoAnne Pulcino says

QUEENIE
Michagl Korda

Goodreads has given me another reason why | love their site so much. When reading reviews and comments
by my friends, I'm constantly reminded of books I've read and loved before there was a goodreads. Thisis
one of those books.

Beautiful, seductive, Anglo Indian Dawn Avalon flees the street of Calcuttafor London when sheis
wrongfully accused of murder. She uses her intelligence and beauty to become a bona fide movie star mainly
by marrying a charismatic director and their union is as enchanting and riveting as any movie. This novel is
full of colorful characters and intrigue.

The fascinating thing about this book isthat it is aroman a clef about the famous movie star Merle Oberon.
She managed to marry Alexander Korda, one of England's greatest producers and directors. The author,
Michael Kordais the nephew of Alexander Korda and had afront row seat in the making of Ms. Oberon's
career. Michael Kordais an author of books | have always enjoyed. He was aso a publisher and editor who
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guided Jackie Kennedy in her career at Doubleday.

Helen Carolan says

tried reading this book years ago and didn't like it. got a copy recently and decided to give it another go.
loved it this time around!! Queenie Kelly leaves the slums of Calcuttato become Dawn Avalon afilm star in
hollywood just before the war. loved this so much and liked Queenie who was prepared to do anything to
become famous.

Donna says

| absolutely LOVED this book ... thiswas one that | couldn't put down!!! | just recently came across another
Michael Kordabook that I'm going to read ... | hopeit is written as well as Queenie was!!!

Ashira says

Michael Korda doesn't know how to write for awoman. Queenie is a hollow shell of a character that failsto
impress throughout the entire book. It's adroll journey through mediocrity that fails to live up to the stories
potential.
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