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Basketball has always been an escape for Finley. He livesin gray, broken Bellmont, atown ruled by the Irish
Mob, drugs, violence, and racially charged rivalries. At home, he takes care of his disabled grandfather, and
at school he's called “White Rabbit”, the only white kid on the varsity basketball team. He' s always dreamed
of getting out somehow with his girlfriend, Erin. But until then, when he puts on his number 21, everything
seems to make sense.

Russ has just moved to the neighborhood. A former teen basketball phenom from a privileged home, hislife
has been turned upside down by tragedy. Cut off from everyone he knows, he now answers only to the name
Boy21—his former jersey number—and has an unusual obsession with outer space.

Astheir final year of high school brings these two boys together, “Boy21” may turn out to be the answer
they both need.
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From Reader Review Boy21 for online ebook

David Schaafsma says

My first Quick book, and it turned out far differently than | thought it would. The main character is Finley,
Irish, a Philadelphia high school senior, rough neighborhood, who lives with his Dad and (legless) Grandpa.
Who knows where Mom went. Finley doesn't really talk alot, but he plays basketball and has a girlfriend he
likes to make out with constantly. He's the one white kid on his black bball team.

One day his (black) coach asks (white) Finley to help him successfully help welcome a new kid Russ, who is
relocating from the west to the east coast, a much sought after point guard whose parents have been
murdered. He was the only black kid on an al white team. He also has a 4.0 gpa and has been hospitalized
for some kind of depression/breakdown. He wants to be called Boy 21 and says he will be taken into space
by his parents by October. He speaks in some kind of quasi-alien cadence. He seems allittle nuts, okay, but
maybe you would be, too if your parents were murdered.

Finley befriends Russ at the expense of his starting position on the ball team, which helps Russalot,
ultimately, he doesn't need that space identity anymore, he is ready to talk about his bad stuff, but Finley
goes down hill fast, he's helped the coach and Russ but Finley is on the bench, his coach isn't appreciative,
and then (something) happens to Erin and suddenly the book is about something (to me) completely
unexpected.

How unexpected? Well, let me just say that Russ is not the only relocation project in this book. Part of it
involves an explanation of why it is Finley's mother is gone, why Grandpaislegless, and so on. Something
to do the Irish mob, and silence, necessary or not. It's seen by some as a book about basketball, and Quick
talks bball well enough, but it is not about basketball, not really. Themes of violence and silence and voice
are central, and that part works pretty well for me. This idea of relocation for mental health/new starts seems
important to this story, though | am not sure what to make of it, exactly. It's maybe just a key issue with the
plot, makes an issue of growing up into akind of thriller. Family violence is central to Finley and Russ to
their relationship, and finally talking.

There is an undercurrent of racial issuesto my view not adequately addressed, and there's some Harry Potter
story stuff--a Potter reading group, reading about a boy who lost HI'S parents who has access to magic--that
is not very well developed, but is atalking point. The space theme is always present throughout and not
entirely convincing or evocative to me, but it islike Harry Potter, yes, away to escape from terrible things.
The whole Boy 21 space cadet stuff wasn't entirely convincing to me, though, and his shift to suddenly
articulate and suddenly okay because of basketball happens too quickly and not quite convincingly to me.
But | do like Finley, and the book seems to rise above predictable Y A when that something happensto Erin |
won't tell you about. That it surprised me made me like it better, alittle. | think it's good, but | had issues
with it, too.

L aura says

4.5 Stars

“You don’'t always get to pick theroleyou're going to play in life, but it’s good to play whatever role
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you got the best way you can.”

Fate and its fun little twists can bring peopl e together. When we need a push or hand, life seems to provide
inspiration or help in one form or another. | believe with all my heart that we bump into and find peoplein
thisworld when we need them the most. No matter how far we have to go—through time, land, space, or
high school. In Matthew Quick’s Boy 21, two lost souls meet and help guide each other through loss, pain,
competition, basketball, and so much more.

Finley McManus's life revolves around basketball. He lives ands breaths b-ball in atown that supports it
with agirlfriend who loves the game just as much as he does. Basketball and Erin cameinto Finley’slife
when he needed them the most. The rhythm of the game and Erin’ s love made the noise and pain go
away—qo silent. With their senior year about to start, Erin and Finley are training and hoping for starting
positions and winning seasons that could get them out of Bellmont’s beat up streets and crime. But
everything changes when Boy 21 lands in town, threatening to crash down Finley’s season and his wall of
silence that hides all sorts of family skeletons and history.

Boy 21 (Russ) istrying to survive and grieve the loss of his parents. The way Finley listens, connects, and
supports Russ' s quirks and style made my heart very happy. He cares and shows it. That might sound simple,
but also very rare and hugein life! | adored both boysimmediately! With silence, shrugs, nods, a*“calming
presence’, and the stars up above, these boys forge a friendship that changes and impacts both of their
worlds forever. Worlds filled with pain and secrets too hard to face straight on. They dodge and throw up
defenses that made me giggle and my heart ache. Both Finley and Russ hide within themselves, but
communicate and show their emotionsin different ways.

"You ever feel likeyou'renot the person on the outside that you are on theinside?”

Matthew Quick’s cut-straight-to-the-heart style, words, and characters captured my attention and heart from
the opening quote. The use and power of silencein this story was what amazed and hit me the hardest
though. Merely sitting and sharing space with Erin or Boy 21, Finley could project such emotion and peace
on the page and in my heart. The force was pure, awe inspiring and dazzling! Every character—Finley, Boy
21, Erin (LOVED you girl! Let’s hang out!), Pop, The Allens, Coach, Wes, and even Mr. Harry Potter
himself—all came together to add layers, dimension, humor, pain, and love to this story! In atown torn and
roughed up with violence, silence, drugs, and racial tensions-- perhaps a little dose of magic and wonder is
just what they need to heal and show them what truly matters on the court and off.

I wish | could say more about--why Russ goes by Boy 21 or why Finley is so quiet, but that would spoil
everything! Just know though, | spent the last thirty pagesin tears. A very powerful read filled with the
magic of friendship, basketball, healing, and glow in the dark stars! Finley and Boy 21 taught me to support
and hold tight to the people in my life. It can change in an instant.

| hope you let this story into your heart and life. It is one | will not forget any time soon.

Added bonus:

I love when one book inspires me to read another book! :D

This book inspired meto finally pick up Harry Potter. | know, | know! How | made it thisfar in life without
reading Harry Potter amazes me too.

Caral Thank you once again! It was your lovely review that inspired me to pick this book up. Along with
Janfra’s push to read it now! :) Thank you so much, Ladies.

PDF File: Boy21... 4



Read and Download Ebook Boy?21...

Tatiana says

As seen on The Readventurer

Thereisnot nearly enough Y A books about friendships. For some strange reason, romantic relationships are
promoted as more important. While | agree that at some point in life you do meet that special person who
becomes your partner in everything, up until that point it is friends that help you out, support you,
accompany you through life.

Friendship, the healing, supporting, non-judgmental type of friendship, iswhat Boy21 is about. Or is
supposed to be about.

| love the idea of this novel. Imagine Finley, areserved high school senior with some serious darknessin his
past, whose only friend is his girlfriend/soulmate Erin. Finley's most favorite occupation, his therapy of sorts,
is basketball. His goal for hislast school year isjust to be on the team and play well. Enter Boy21, another
damaged young boy, arising basketball star, who suffers from a mental breakdown after the death of his
parents. Finley is entrusted to guard and partner with Boy21 in school. And also guide him back into playing
basketball, because, among other things, what Boy21 had lost is his passion for the game.

There isavery interesting conflict here: Should Finley encourage Boy21 to play, knowing that he will for
sure take his place on the team? Should he sacrifice his own dreamsin order to save his new friend, because
maybe basketball indeed has a power to heal Boy21, bring him back from the imaginary escape world he
existsin now? What is more important - your friend's well-being or your own ?

To my disappointment, this conflict never really comesto the front of this novel, never developsto its full
potential, never impacts the characters as strongly asit could and should have. The book that was supposed
to be about Boy21 (you would assume, judging by thetitle) and about the friendship bonds between the two
boysis diluted and often overshadowed by the side plots - Irish mob, Finley's girlfriend and family problems.
In the end, only maybe 25% of the book is about friendship, and the rest - just everything else. | feel like
Boy21 is a case of the writer having his fingersin too many (idea) pots. The main point of the story isjust
lost.

| do not want to take away from the merits of this novel. | admire Quick and some passages in Boy21 made
my eyestingle. But | do think this books lacks clearer focus and a better overreaching story arc.

As often iswith these things, | am alittle baffled by the overwhelmingly positive critical reception of Boy21.
It has aready received some serious starred reviews from several major professional publication. His
previous Y A novel - Sorta Like a Rock Star is amuch more accomplished work, in my opinion, and yet it
went almost unnoticed.

Do | recommend Boy21? Y es, but with some reservations. However, | do wholeheartedly recommend
Matthew Quick's Sorta Like a Rock Star.

Noelle says

Finley's entire life is basketball and he trains tirelessy even though he's nowhere near the best player on the
team. As his dad says, effort can outwork talent. Basketball consumes his every waking thought and he
wouldn't have it any other way. Without basketball and the team he'd have too much time to remember all of
the things he's desperate to forget. Russ is new to town, a basketball phenom who's love of the game died
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with his parents. Now he's calling himself Boy21, saying he's an alien life form and obsessed with outer
space. Can Finley do as his coach asks and somehow help Russ, even if it means giving up his hard earned
starting spot?

"Sometimes a player's greatest challenge is coming to grips with his role on the team." --Scottie Pippen
"No matter how good one player is defensively, he's only as good as his help defense.” (source)

And that is exactly what Boy21 is about---except Matthew Quick isn't talking about basketball. He's talking
about life. Sure, basketball brings Finley and Russ together and at different times and in different waysit acts
asasavior for both boys. But as all consuming and amazing and beautiful asit can be, both Finley and Russ
are forced to experience how tragedy can make anything insignificant--even your heretofore reason for
living. Sometimes it doesn't matter how much you love something. Real life has away of changing your
priorities and when it does, it's the team you have around you that counts.

All of Matthew Quick's trademarks are here: rough neighborhood, sad histories, finding (non-romantic) love
in a hopeless place, unconventional friendships and support systems, atragic event, and behind it al a hope
S0 earnest it's almost hard to endure.

There's a shift in direction between the first and second half and | think the book suffers from some
confusion with the focus of the second half. Some decisions and conclusions seem very abrupt. Still, there's
much to love about Boy 21, especially the relationships between Finley, his dad and Pops and Finley and
Russ. Like Sorta Like a Rock Star, the ending is alittle too convenient to seem wholly realistic but by the
time you get there you are so won over by the protagonists that you are willing to forgive just about anything
to believe good things can happen for them.

Y ou might not know this about me but I'm a huge basketball fan. Obviously | loved reading such awell done
basketball book. It's fitting though that | finished this book the same night | watched my favorite team get
eliminated in the NBA playoffs. But instead of being bummed, thanks to Matthew Quick, maybe tonight I'll
go out on my porch, look at the stars and think about things bigger than basketball.

Rating: 3.5 starswith an inclination to round up.

Thisreview originally appeared on Young Adult Anonymous.

Sarah (YA Love) says

**| just finished reading this again as aread aloud. | love this book. 10/17/12**
Review originally posted at Y.A. Love

Plain and simple, Boy21 isa GREAT book. | was on the search for a quality read aloud for my freshmen
English classes, so | picked up Boy21 on awhim. | wanted to read it anyway, but | kept thinking about my
3rd hour freshmen class that’s primarily boys who don’t enjoy reading. Boy21 seemed like the perfect fit for
them, so | went with my hunch and started reading it. As soon as | read the first couple chapters | knew |
made the right decision.

Finley’ s voice really stands out on the page, which isironic considering he doesn't like to talk much. He
actually reminds me alittle bit of Lucky Linderman from Everybody Seesthe Antsby A.S. King. Both
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Lucky and Finley have a sort of innocence about them. They both have trouble speaking up for themselves,
and they also want what’ s best for those around them. Just like Lucky, Finley is an admirable character.

One of thereasons | like Finley is because he' s so loyal to his friends, coach, and family. When his coach
approaches him about helping Boy21 (Russ), Finley doesn’t hesitate to offer his help. He trusts his coach, so
even though he worries that Russ could take his starting position on the basketball team, he still tries to make
friends with Russ. Russ has an obsession with space and refers to himself as Boy21, but he and Finley pair
up well. They’ re both amazing basketball players, even though Russ doesn’t show thisright away, and they
both deal with unfair treatment. They're both treated poorly for different reasons, much of which is based on
race and rivalry, but it still serves as abond. After a startling and tragic turn of events, Finley really grows as
acharacter. His loyalties are tested and he begins to doubt what’s truly important in hislife. He begins to
guestion hislife, whereit’s going—if anywhere-and what really happened years ago that caused him to be
such aquiet, good kid. | love being able to witness this kind of characterization, which is one of the biggest
reasons | enjoyed Matthew Quick’s novel so much.

Boy21 by Matthew Quick isanovel that appealsto avariety of readers. My basketball players and sports
fiction fans will enjoy the basketball scenes and referencesin Boy21. My fans of great contemporary realistic
fiction will recognize what a superb example thisis of that genre. Readers will connect with Finley, Erin, and
Russ. They'll feel the tension and suspense, they’ll laugh out loud, and they might even cry (I did).

Carasays

What a peculiar book. I'm not saying it was necessarily too offbeat but it was different in away | didn't
expect it to be. In agood way. In an excellent way actually.

Finley is heading into his senior year. Things ook good for the most part. As good as things can be with
living in Belmont--a town run by the Irish mob. He's been training all summer with his girlfriend Erin for
basketball season. They both are on basketball teams. Erin isastar on the girls' team and is pinning her
hopes on getting a basketball scholarship. Finley would follow her anywhere. He is the point guard on the
boys' team, and though he's not good enough to get into a college team he needs basketball like air. One day
his coach asks him afavor, to become friends from a boy out of state. Finley always listens to the coach, so
he does what he says. The new guy only goes by Boy21. Boy21 used to play basketball but his parents have
been murdered and real lifeistoo hard for him right now. Together Finley and Boy21 slowly but surely
become friends, and this friendship changes both of them for the better.

Quick did, quite frankly, fantastic with the characterization of each character in this story. It's a short book
but | grew to love the characters fast. What aso is done well is the setting. It's told through Finley's point of
view so he sees his surroundings as something normal. | can only describe it as gritty but not in your face
gritty. Finley has come to accept his situation and doesn't moan and groan about it. He is a quiet character
and it's cool to see how much he isthinking about while everyone elseis talking. Boy21 has such a grest
character arc in this story. He goes from being fragile to strong and becomes an important personin Finley’s
life. It was interesting to see the correlation between Finley and Boy21 characters. Their friendship is odd,
but it works for them. The writing style is so unique and gives the perfect atmosphere for this story.

| can see how the cover could be off putting to some people because it's not that appealing, but | would have
to say it fitsthe story. | wouldn't change it. | was sure this book was going to become a new favorite, but the
book took aturn | didn't expect. It wasn't bad, but | wish | had seen if the story had panned out another way.

I know I'm being ambiguous, but | don't want to give anything away.
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I think | need to re-read this, scratch that | know | should re-read this. It's a book about unlikely friendships,
overcoming obstacles, and seizing hope. Most of al it's about how the most important thing you need to
hold on tois people.

Ami says

Thisreview said EVERY THING | wanted to say.

While I mostly thought it was a good concept of friendship, aswell as personal conflict of love and
basketball, alas, | was disappointed to feel that the conflict (and the idea) never really fully developed. The
friendship was overshadowed. | never really got to see Finley and Russ connecting over basketball. Plus the
Irish mob plot was a bit too much for me to completely enjoyed this book. Too many things at once. | am
sure | will be happier if the story focuses down on the friendship.

The ending was also major let down for me. ... (view spoiler).

So my 3-stars rating is because it was an okay read. | liked the part where Finley and Russ connected -- and
Russ taking a persona as Boy21 was intriguing. That contributes to the rating.

Karlyflower *The Vampire Ninja, Luminescent Monster & Wendigo Nerd Goddess of
Canada (according to The Hulk)* says

Q. isfor Quick

15 Stars
You can lose yourself in repetition — quiet your thoughts; | learned the value of this at a very young age.

Boy21 is my second Matthew Quick novel, and as far as comparability goes| have to say that | liked Slver
Linings Playbook much more than this one.

I mentioned in arecent review (The Knife of Never Letting Go, | believe) that thereis atimeframe within a
story where atelegraphed secret has to be shared — awriter can either win me over or lose me entirely based
on thistiming. Quick lost me entirely. By the time he got around to sharing the "big reveal" | no longer
gave ashit about it, it wastoo little too late by that point.

This book failed to garner any emotional attachment from me; and while | found Boy21 himself very
interesting | could not deal with the fact that it felt like this book wanted to be all thingsto al people. I'm
completely lost asto what genre this story fallsunder... isit alove story? A mystery? A coming of agetale?
Who even knows.

I initialy felt it was ajourney of friendship and self-discovery (and | was pretty keen to see how Quick
would play that male bonding relationship), but the ending destroyed any likelihood of that. As| said, I'm
unsure what exactly this was and for that alone this story failed me.
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Crowinator says

I think | have some sort of crying disorder. Seriously. The charactersin this book have their tragedies and
vulnerable emotional moments, both big and small, and it's all very authentic, but ¢'mon.

Next thing | know, | will be crying at heartwarming television commercials.
Oh wait, that's already happened. | need to read something funny, like NOW.

Real review later. Thiswill be agood one for reluctant teen readers who want something both unusual and
serious that doesn't talk down to them.

[I edited thisalittle just now, because | decided I'm not sure about describing the ending in such harsh terms.
It's agood ending for the story, but maybe one that | didn't quite believe would happen. I'll have to think
about it.]

MLE says

Going into this book | thought it was going to be a story about friendship, and how that changes each boy's
life, but | was very disappointed. It felt like the friendship was never given the chance to develop, and was
amost an afterthought, and not the central theme of the story like the synopsis seemed to suggest.

| liked Finley, and | felt for his struggles, and his work ethic. | liked that not being a star basketball player
didn’t keep Finley from working harder than the anyone else on the team. | liked how basketball was his
refuge, and seeing him honestly deal with hisjealousy of Russ, and his desire to keep his position on the
team. Hisfamily was interesting, and well developed, but | spent most of the book wondering what had
traumatized him, and when it was finally revealed it felt abit too soap operato be believed.

| wasn't afan of the romance either. | liked his girlfriend, but their relationship seemed to dominate the story,
and overshadow the friendship plot which was a shame. | think it was how his girlfriend's family played into
the mafia story that really didn't work for me.

| liked the role the Irish Mafia played in the beginning of the book. The threat Finley, and his family felt, and
the fear they had felt real. Closer to the end things sort of fell apart. Nothing that happened in the ending felt
natural, or honest to the story that was told so far. Like Finley’ stragedy, things just felt overdone, and the
motivations of the players was unclear. They were willing to do terrible things, and that just didn’t fit with
the resolution of the story. It was almost a miracle sort of ending, and | didn’t like that.

| found Russ to be very interesting, and | would have liked to see him and Finley develop a stronger bond of
trust and friendship. | wanted that plot to develop, but it never really did. | wanted to see them get to know
each other better, and watch their friendship grow, and | didn’t like that | felt cheated of that opportunity. |
liked how Finley grew to understand Russ better, and see how the world Russ built helped him deal with the
world, but | felt like that moved a bit too quickly, and was just sort of dropped.

Overal it wasn't bad, but it felt like | never got the book the synopsis promised. The plot that | found most
interesting seemed to be be dropped in favor of what | felt were the weaker aspects.
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ChrisHorsefield says

After reading Matthew Quick's amazing novel Forgive Me, Leonard Peacock earlier thisyear | wasthrilled
to have the opportunity to review the author's latest release in the UK, now aimed at a younger audience.

After being so impressed by the first book | read from Quick, | admit | had incredibly high expectations for
this one and because of thisit was hard to give it afair shot - asit simply wasn't quite as good as L eonard
Peacock. Don't get me wrong, this was still an excellent piece of writing, particularly aimed at this age
group, but it wasn't one of those novels | can't stop thinking about and | find myself recommending
extensively to everyone who islooking for a new read.

In fact, while | wasimpressed by the writing whilst reading, | kept putting off publishing my review as|
found it difficult to think of something defining to say about the novel. What made it stand out from other
reads and why should people pick it up when dozens of new books get published each week?

The story centers on Finley, abit of amisfit he lives for the game of basketball, a passion he shares with his
one and only friend, also his girlfriend, Erin. The two are glued at the hip during off-season, though they
have arule that they take a break during b-ball season - so they can fully focus on the sport and their rolesin
their respective teams.

Asthe only white player in histeam, Finley is used to being an outcast but he is okay with that because he
has Erin, his dad and Pop. However, hisrolein the team and the fact that he's somewhat removed from his
team mates make him (according to his coach) the perfect person to befriend a new kid gho is about to join
the same high school, one who goes by the name of Boy21.

Boy21, formerly known as Russell, was a basketball wunderkind who hasn't played since his parents were
murdered. Now having moved in with distant relatives, his family hopes that he can make afresh start at a
new school and perhaps even snap out of his obsession with outer space. They think that with a kindhearted
friend like Finley this may be possible. The only problem is, that Boy21 was one of the best basketball
players of hisagein the country and if Finley does help him and he gets his mojo back, then they'll be
competing for the same spot in the team.

With big letters, adightly simplistic form of storytelling and alow page number thisis definitely a novel
aimed at ayounger audience, but that doesn't make the themes of acceptance and friendship that run through
it any lessvalid. In fact, aimed at such an impressionable audience it's even more important to show what a
difference akind word and an offer of friendship can bring to the life of someone who is traumatised and
broken.

I loved seeing the dynamic between Finley and Boy21, and in a smaller way Erin, change throughout the
course of the novel. Yes, there were up and downs as neither of the characters were selfless angels, but in the
end they knew what was right and what was wrong, and it's their unusual bond that gets them through the
toughest of times when a secret from Finley's past comes back to make his life miserable.

While Boy21 had a gentle start of hesitating friendship and loyalty, it burst into aroller-coaster ride of
revelations towards the end. And it was heartwarming to read how even the most unlikeliest of people can
form such meaningful relationships and change the course of another person's life.
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Emmy Ruijven says

Wat een ontroerend en heftig boek. Zo niet verwacht! Snel een recensie.

Caru says

Rating: 5 Stars

My Opinion Of This Book: Absolutely stunning book!

| wasn't really expecting much from this book since the blurb sounded pretty strange, but my goodness did
this book blow my mind! Everything about this book was fabulous.

THE GOOD.

e Finley: Finley isour main character. Instantly, there was this connected - and when | say 'instantly’, |
mean from like chapter 1. | honestly feel like me and Finley are one and the same (except I'm agirl,
obviously). At school and everywhere | go, | am the kid who never talks and everyone just finds the things |
like and don't like to be strange. And it just felt so good finally having someone who understood me. Let me
tell you, Finley just grew more and more throughout this book.

"That's not the same thing. | didn't lie to people. It was hard for meto talk - too hard."

e Russ: Again, Russand | had alot in common - another character that | clicked with immediately. | really
really loved his character.

"Maybe so. And it was hard for me to be an Earthling too. "

e TheWriting: The writing was drop dead gorgeous. It was touching, yet so simple and easy. Thiswas
such an easy read that will touch you in some way. | know | learned so much.

"Whenever | think the world is ugly - that life has no meaning at all - | remind myself that thisis here, always
waiting for me," Russ says. "l can always look up at the cosmos and marvel, no matter what happens. And
when | look up at it, | feel asthough my problems are small. | don't know why, but it always make me feel
better."

OVERALL.
Thisis anew oneto be added to my all time favorites! It's just so heartfelt, and focuses on being different. |
feel like thisis one everyone should read.

Matthew says

I think thisis now my second favorite Matthew Quick book behind Silver Linings Playbook. The last one of
his | read was so weird (The Good Luck of Right Now) that | don't even remember what it was about. This
one had agreat story and an interesting message. If you have just finished a monotonous read and need a
quick pick me up (only 5 hours unabridged audio), thisisworth giving atry.
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It has some light-heartedness. | has some despair. It has comedy. It has tragedy.

Side note: | finished this book in the middle of a 6 mile 4th of July race (time - 1:07:22)

Irshad says

Honestly the only reason why | picked up another Matthew Quick novel was because of Forgive Me,

L eonard Peacock.

It was one of my favourites back in 2015 and the brilliance of that book made me pick up another book by
the same author. Thankfully | was not disappointed. | mean yeah this novel isn't as amazing as the other but
still, it was good.

Boy21 follows Finely, an 18 year old boy who plays basketball and his jersey number is 21. He has a
girlfriend named Erin who also plays basketball and they basically train almost everyday without fail and
also make out without fail. The romance was appropriate.

Finely gets assigned by his coach to encourage this boy who goes by the name of Boy21 to play basketball
for his school team and that's what Finely does. In the end, FInely loses his spot on the team having Boy21
take his spot.

| was not able to get into this book at the beginning. The plot felt disorienting at the start but with the
introduction of Boy21, it all made sense. | was pleasantly surprised by the friendship between the 3 of them.

The whole premise of this story was set up in a neighbourhood that were mainly comprising of blacks. Finely
was the only white in his school. There were alot of gang activitiesin his neighbourhood. Finely and Erin
just dreamed of escaping from their town and were depending on basketball scholarships to help them out of
their sad lives.

The last segment of the book was the part that stood out. It was horrific but it hooked meright in. | was
drawn in. | mean | have never gone through much hardships but with Finely having to go through such hell
and even with Erin having her dreams ripped out of her soul, it was going to be okay in the end.

The ending was beautiful. The Harry Potter references were funny and that was his ticket to Hogwarts.
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