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Evie has been away from home long enough to bury the pain that shaped her childhood. Now, with the
sudden death of her father, she must return. Back to the same house. Back to the memories. Back to her
mother.

At first, coming home feels unexpectedly comforting. But, as she goes through her father's files, Evie
uncovers a secret that opens old wounds and changes her life forever.

That's only the beginning.

As Evie's world starts to shatter around her, she realises that those she loves most are also those capable of
the deepest betrayal.
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Anna says

There's so much more to this book than first meets the eye.

When Evie was eight, her brother died in a tragic accident. Her mum had a breakdown and her dad sought
solace in working long hours, so Evie was left to cope alone. After a recovery of sorts, her mum tried to give
her a normal childhood but their relationship was always strained, and soon after Evie graduated from
university, she left to work in Dubai; she's here when her mum phones to tell her her dad has died.

Evie is nervous of what she'll find back home - will her mum be in control or will she teetering on the brink
again? On the face of it, she seems to be doing fine - perhaps a little too fine - and tasks Evie with sorting
through her dad's paperwork, where it's found that several things in his life don't quite add up. Digging
deeper for answers, Evie conceals the puzzle from her mother who is now displaying the expected erratic
behaviour.

Most of this book reads as a contemporary novel dealing with human emotions and mental health issues, and
is an engrossing and emotive tale in itself.

And then the truth begins to emerge, revelation upon revelation, and as we head towards the end the whole
thing takes a much darker turn.

This is a very well written story of a family buried under lies, deceits and betrayals; I loved it.

Rachel Hamilton says

I have to admit I’m a bit biased - I was lucky enough to read an early draft of Coming Home and I’ve been a
big fan ever since.
The book is cleverly structured and wonderfully written - if you’re looking for a compelling page-turner
you’ll find it in this gripping web of family secrets and lies.
Annabel has succeeded in creating a suspense-filled tale in which characters have depth, and serious themes
like grief and mental health are sensitively explored, and yet the the narrative still manages to race along
with an intelligence and lightness of touch that pulls all these elements together beautifully.
Since finishing Annabel’s book, I’ve been recommending it to everyone I know. And now I recommend it to
you . . .
Buy Coming Home – it’s a great read!

sue says

I have marked this as a tearjerker and an "unputdownable" read.

Evie has to return to her home in the UK from Dubai where she went to set up home and a life of her own
after difficult family times. Her Father is now dead and she is returning to help her mother with the funeral
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arrangements and support her.

The thing is, you learn about Lucas, her boyfriend she had since young, but it didn't work out, you realize she
is going to bump into him at some stage in this lovely novel, however, what I wasn't aware of, were all the
lies, deceptions and 'hidden skeletons' in this families closet. WOW

Evie's brother died. We learn that early on, and it seems that her Mother had a mini breakdown.
She blamed her husband for their sons death.

Whilst Evie is in the loft sorting out so many things of her Fathers, there is also many boxes of belongings
stored there of her dead brothers.

The author just knew how to bring emotions to the forefront in this book which took you deep within
yourself.

I remember a distinct part in the first few pages where Evie is coming to terms that her Father has died.

She is looking out of the window and the world is just going on with its business, but her DAD IS DEAD.
I too remember when my Dad died, I was looking out our bedroom window, there was traffic on the roads,
people walking up or down the street, life was just going along as normal, but it wasn't normal, I wanted to
shout STOP, my dad has just died, my world has fallen apart.
So I related to Evie very well.

As she discovers more and more lies that surround her, things about her dad, things about her Mother. So
many lies, just how much more can there be? Just how can she stand it?

Without Lucas to support her, I wondered if she would have gone over the edge.

We also have another sustaining person she can go to for advice, you will learn more about her and how she
got to know her as you read this.

In my opinion the blurb does not do this justice, it was much much much more than I thought it would be.

Its a riveting read, lies upon lies upon more layers of lies. As you peel one away, theres another. The
explosion comes at the end of the book, which I wasn't expecting as she is traveling home to Dubai

I really love this authors style of writing and as soon as I have pressed SEND on this review I am going to
see what else she has written.

I would love to thank Harlequin (UK) Limited via Net Galley for my copy to read and review

Deborah Allin says

I came across this book as a recommendation on Goodreads after reading This Must Be The Place by Maggie
O'Farrell. I enjoyed it as the book takes you on a journey into the past and present life of the central character
Evie, who lost her brother at a young age and had to live with the painful aftermath as well as dealing with
the added complication of her mother's reaction to that loss.
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At the start of the book we meet both teenage Evie and adult Evie returning to the UK following the death of
her father many years later. Essentially its a novel about grief but also about deception, family secrets and
betrayal. What makes it enjoyable are the characters and the style of writing.

For me it was one of those books that keeps your attention and interest throughout. I enjoyed the exploration
of how people deal with the unexpected and longed for, when those longings are thwarted and we are faced
with truths that can be difficult to swallow and painful to digest.

Recommended.

"In sleep, her face was at peace, but the open packet of sleeping tablets on the bedside table told another
story. She was a woman who, twenty years after the death of her son, still needed medication to get to sleep.
Who knew what demons haunted her dreams? Or whole family had experienced Graham's death, lived with
the aftermath, but it had left very different scars on each of our souls. Mum has surprised me so much since
Dad died that I was beginning to wonder if I knew her at all. I'd always seen her as weak, as someone who
needed protecting, but now I began to wonder. It must have taken a great deal of strength to live with the
knowledge that she'd had. Could I have done the same?"

Laura says

DAT END THO.
SO GOOD. I loved this book. SO dark and twisted and so many characters I couldn't trust.

Den says

Evie comes home when she learns of her father's death and to help her mother get things in order. But she
uncovers secrets which both her mother and father have kept.
The final discovery I had an inkling of earlier in the book but was hoping against hope I was wrong.
The mother is one controlling, crazy woman.

Elaine says

This is a really good, intriguing read that turned out to be quite different from the common or garden
women’s fiction that I was expecting, being quite a dark read at times. The cover makes the book look quite
“light” and is quite deceiving.

Evie has returned to the UK from Dubai following the sudden death of her father, to help her mother sort out
his affairs. Ever since the death of her brother Graham 20 years ago, Evie’s mother has needed delicate
handling – she never really got over it and the author does an excellent job of showing how the loss of a
child can affect a parent for the rest of their life.

When going through her father’s things, Evie uncovers secrets, secrets that have been kept from her for years
and which change everything she thought she knew about her parents. Even then, when she thinks she knows
everything and that all the lies, deceit and suspicions are finally all out in the open, there is even more to
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come out and this is when the story really turns dark. As revelation followed revelation I was glued to this
read, particularly the last 50 or so pages, although I have to say I was left bereft at the ending, wanting to
know what was going to happen next! Many thanks to the publisher for the review copy.

Maxine (Booklover Catlady) says

Liar, liar pants on fire was the jingle in my head whilst I read this book.

You know those books that throw up a family secret then another until the line between truth and lies is so
enmeshed you can't see straight? This is one of those rare books.

To be honest, based on the blurb I did not go in with high expectations, I thought it would be one of those
"nice" women's fiction novels that cleanse the palate in between the complex, dark and heavy books I like to
read. I was taken by surprise. This one is a hidden gem and I sure hope it gets a chance a shine.

After her father unexpectedly passes away, Evie leaves her life in Dubai behind, and returns to England. Her
family home is the same as it ever was: perfectly pristine, but filled with her mother’s unspoken grief for
Evie’s brother, who was killed as a child in a tragic accident.

Evie knew that coming home would be hard. But whatever she expected, she’s definitely not prepared for her
whole life to unravel in front of her. And as one secret after another is uncovered, she begins to realize that
everything she thought she knew about her family has been one big lie…

ONE BIG LIE...now that's the understatement of the year.

Starting off a little slow, sweet, with all the focus on Evie's feelings about returning home to England from
Dubai and facing not only her Father's death but her Mother's well known erratic ways of dealing with grief.

The author cleverly throws in a few unanswered questions as Evie begin to help her Mother sort through her
Father's paperwork and help get his affairs in order (well actually, Evie doe it all).

This is a book to read without hearing anything more about the plot, the outcome, or even all of the
characters. I recommend just grabbing it and reading it, like I did, I had no idea what I was going to get. This
book is written in a way that combines subtle moments followed by a hand grenade being thrown at you in
the next sentence. I think my most common thing to say to the book was 'you have GOT to be kidding me
right?'

Many of the characters in this book are complicated and damaged, Evie's Mother is one of them, as
layers of her are peeled off before our eyes like an onion, you feel uncomfortable and have the
temptation to throw down the slicing knife and give up on peeling off and chopping. It's awkward.

The plot is very well written, it builds in tension as more and more is added to it, lies upon lies come
tumbling down that have been around this family until you can't tell what you are going to get next. A few
times I thought I had some answers to things to find I was way off, other things I was right about but the
author wrote them out in a much more detailed fashion than my boring imagination.

It's a really good read for a day on the sofa with chocolate and a cup of Lady Grey Tea or in a quaint coffee
shop, ignoring everyone until you soon realise they are trying to close up and it's dark outside. I really
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enjoyed this book, it did not grab me fully right from the start but once I started to realise this was a book of
mystery, lies, deception, and with each one revealed Evie's life as she knew it began to lay in tatters on the
floor.

4.5 stars from me for this stand out work of fiction. I hope it falls into the hands of many as it's worthy
of your time. You won't work out at the beginning or even part the way through where it will end up.

All of my reviews plus plenty of bookish things and discussions can be found on my book blog page, love to
see you there.

https://www.facebook.com/BookloverCat...

My huge thanks to the publisher and author via NetGalley for a copy of the book to read and review.

Joanne Robertson says

I read this in a day as its an easy book to get sucked into and this did surprise me!
Evie has a great life in Dubai even though she has split up.from her boyfriend James. A phone call from her
mother brings her back to England after her father's death. Evie has always been a daddy's girl and his death
hits her hard. While sorting through her father's papers and emails it becomes obvious that secrets have been
hidden and it looks like Evie is about to find out a few shocking facts about her family.
Evies quest to find out the truth is also interspersed with flashbacks to Evies therapy appointments where we
find out more about the reasons that she has become the woman she is today.
There are a few twists and turn throughout this family drama and a touch of romance when Evie meets up
again with her ex Luca.
No real surprises here but this is an enjoyable read.
I received a copy of this book via netgalley in return for an honest review.

Liz Fenwick says

A gripping debut filled with ambiguous character that keep you guessing until the end! Nothing was done
until I finished the book.

I read an advance reader copy of this book.

Angela says

As beautiful as this book cover is, don't for one moment be deceived into thinking this is a romantic family
saga – it's dark, chilling and a real page turner.

Kantaria's writing style is pleasing and easy to read. She's written this in a dual timeline starting with Evie,
the main character throughout the book, at the age of eight talking with her psychologist after the tragic death
of her brother, Graham. We then move forward twenty years to Evie living her present life in Dubai,
receiving a phone call from her mother that her father has just died. We move between the two timelines
learning more of her mother's state of mind following Graham's death and the similarities and concerns of
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her mental state with her husband's death twenty years on. Or maybe her grief is not so similar, maybe she's
more in control of both hers and Evie's actions, too much in control and a bit more manic.

Dealing with her father's paperwork and email accounts, Evie learns of her father's affair, lies and duplicity.
At times she is overcome with emotion and seeks advice and solace with old flame, Luca.

There is a chilling final twist as Evie leaves the UK for Dubai. I'd guessed this twist fairly early on but that's
not the point and it doesn't matter that you know what's coming. The delicious enjoyment of uncovering lies
and discovering the truth is what makes this book a five star read for me. Revelation after deceitful revelation
hit Evie and, to a lesser extent, her mother. Just as she thinks things couldn't be worse another body blow hits
her with just enough time for Evie (and the reader) to digest this new situation before she's hit again.

I loved this book, it's one I'll be recommending to my friends and I'll certainly be watching for more by
Annabel Kantaria.

I would like to thank the publisher for providing me with a copy of this book in return for an honest review.

A Reader's Heaven says

(I received a free copy of this book from Net Galley in exchange for an honest review.)

Evie has been away from home long enough to bury the pain that shaped her childhood.
Now, with the sudden death of her father, she must return. Back to the same house. Back to the memories.
Back to her mother.
At first, coming home feels unexpectedly comforting. But, as she goes through her father’s files, Evie
uncovers a secret that opens old wounds and changes her life forever.
As Evie’s world starts to shatter around her, she realises that those she loves most are also those capable of
the deepest betrayal.

*3.5 stars*

This was a book I decided to read after reading a number of novels vastly different in themes and genres
beforehand. I thought this would be like cleansing my reading palate...and, to some degree it was. Mostly
though, I just needed something "different..."

What I got was a very well written - but not overly original - novel about family, secrets, betrayal and
coming home. Evie returns home after the death of her father and discovers things about her family that
could shatter her world.

What I did like: the writing style. The author wrote this story with a flowing style that kept me reading,
hiding a few little secrets away from us so that the reveals that we got were (mostly) surprising and kept me
engaged throughout.

What I didn't like: The "child returns home after the death of a parent/sibling and finds things that could
change her life" storyline is now just at the point of overdone. As I said, it was well written but there was
nothing in the plot itself that made me sit up and say "Wow, that's cool/different."

Would I recommend this? For sure - plenty of good quality writing. Give it a shot!
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Sarah says

Wow! What a book! Loved the storyline and all the lies and the deceit. I loved it that much that I finished it
in an afternoon as it had me gripped and couldn't turn the pages quick enough. Will certainly be looking out
for more books by this author.

Ahmad says

This was a refreshing read. More so because parts of it take place in Dubai. :)

But it's not about Dubai, or Woodside, or a any physical place for that matter. It's about family history, dark
secrets, and cataclysmic turns of fate.

As a debut novel, this is as good as it gets. Looking forward to upcoming works of the author.

Highly recommended!

Lexxie (un)Conventional Bookworms says

*I received a free ARC of Coming Home from MIRA via Netgalley in exchange of an honest and unbiased
review*

Coming Home is definitely a very different kind of contemporary story, what with the betrayal, the secrets
and the lies. However, in several places, I would have liked a little bit more or maybe at least something a
little different. Evie acted more on impulse than anything else, and this left her with some of the secrets still
hidden, when she could have figured some things out much earlier than she did.

Full review to come soon.

This and all my other reviews are originally posted on my blog (un)Conventional Bookviews


