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Growing up I had dreams that one day I'd fall in love, get married and start a family. Then one night I was
taken.

But I survived, I escaped and I was saved. Eric didn't see me as damaged. He didn't see my baby as a
monster. He protected me, he kept me safe ... he saved me.
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From Reader Review Saved for online ebook

Jana says

A very well written love story

I thought this book was great at bringing attention to a very real growing problem that has only gotten worse
since this book was written. The story that unfolds after Abby is rescued is a story of love and how it can
change even the toughest man. Will definitely read more by Ms. Eckhart

Kathleen J says

The story is about the rescue, by a naval captain, of a pregnant woman who had been kidnapped and treated
as a sex slave for a year and about the woman and captain falling in love.

The good things about this book are:

An unusual storyline--not the same old, same old plot---and, relatedly, the reader's desire to keep reading to
figure out what disastrous events will occur and how the protagonists will deal with them.

The not so good things about this book are:

The characters are cardboard cutouts--no complexity here--and throwbacks to an earlier era. He believes
women should stay at home, not work, and have babies. (This is treated by everyone as just a quirk--not
really important.) The heroine is sweet, soft-spoken and suitably compliant, trusting him on everything and
doing what she is told. We are told he is respected by his men but all we see is his being tyrannical, difficult,
and unpleasant. He appears to fall in love with her because she is beautiful and acts deferential and adoring.
UGH! I mean, I like some alpha male heroes (Kristen Ashley's for example) but this guy is just a jerk and
she appears happy to be a second-class citizen.

Many problems with the writing. Arguably the worst offense is the anticlimaxes, that is, foreshadowing
things that don't happen! A classic example raised in many writing classes is from Checkov, that is, a writer
should never bring a lot of attention to a loaded gun lying on the table at the beginning of the story unless
someone does something with it. That failure to follow through is exactly the kind of thing that happens in
Saved: one of the main plotlines just.....disappears. We get this big build up about this critical issue then
NOTHING happens!! No real resolution--we are only told that everyone stops worrying about it. ARGH!

Another example: we have a secondary female character who enters part way through the novel to carry out
a plot-related task. She spends much of her time mooning over a secondary male character and we are told a
lot about what she is thinking and feeling. Even after she realizes the man is married she is still crushing on
him but doesn't try to hook up or anything. Then she completes her plot-related task and....leaves. Again,
nothing happens! A build-up and another anticlimax when this subplot doesn't go anywhere.

Other problems: There is little of the details about the way things look, feel, sound, smell and taste in the
story, things that bring a story to life. We learn virtually nothing about the heroine. Finally, the young,
gentle, innocent heroine seems hardly bothered at all by being repeatedly raped, beaten, and locked up for a
YEAR by a Muslim terrorist who treats her as a sex slave! Talk about difficulty in suspending disbelief!
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At first I thought this might be a Christian book because of the conservatism of the characters and the fact
that we never hear or see much of anything lustful from the hero in the first three-quarters of the book.
However, there is a fair amount of cursing, including the use of the f word, so I guess not.

So, if you have very traditional beliefs about men and women, including liking heroes who are arrogant,
macho and tyrannical but still don't mind reading books with cursing, maybe you could like this book.

Ellen says

Ms Echart originally wrote this novel back in 2007 titled The Captain's Lady. She received the rights back
and the storyline is the same but she did rewrite and change some parts back to the original intent of the
story.
Saved- May 11 2013
This is an unusual story that will capture you from the beginning and the way to the end.
The reader gets a sensitive storyline without falling back on coarse, graphic descriptions. And the secondary
storyline is done equally well.

Captain Eric Hamilton is a powerful force in the U.S. Navy, having earned himself a reputation of being a
hard-nosed chauvinist. He's commander of the USS Larsen, a destroyer.
Abby Carlton has just escaped from the man who held her captive for a year. Abducted while traveling in
Paris, she was given to an Arab man as a gift, until one night she makes her desperate escape. While on
patrol one morning Captain Eric Hamilton discovers a dinghy floating aimlessly. Abby is found, battered and
is 8 months pregnant, lying in the bottom of the dinghy. From the moment she is laid on the deck of his ship
her honest innocence finds a way to penetrate his hardened heart.
Eric is falsely accused of sexual assault and the CIA wants Abby and the baby for bait to flush out her
captor, who is suspected of recent terrorist activity in the gulf.
Eric will do everything he can to protect her and keep her on his ship.
I loved the suspense and how it went into the topic of abducted women trafficking and how the military
justice system works and the protocols that have to be followed in different situations.
Eric is so a Alpha male and a gorgeous hunk and I was very happy with the way he felt about Abby from the
start. He's such an honorable man. His views about women in the NAVY was way out there old fashion but
he was just being honest and in your face about his opinion. That honesty is why his whole crew loved and
respected him so much.
Abby was a strong woman that was able to pick herself up and do the best she could with what she had. I
already loved her but she completely won me over when she showed what a great mother she was to her
baby.
I think that the plot involving the man who had bought Abby and was the father of her child was left as a
pretty big loose end. Also I think that Abby probably should have had a little more reticence about sexual
intimacy after her experience in captivity and I would have liked to see a little more closure with that whole
situation. Also, I felt like I didn't really get to see why Gail Carruthers, the sailor who filed the sexual
harrassment charge, was so loony, and so mad. I would have liked more insight into that situation.
But over all I really enjoyed this Novel and if you like military and suspense then this is for you.

Tama Taylor says

What a great story line! I am going to enjoy her series of books. She is an author that I will continue reading.
I am reading her second book now"Vanished".
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Eric and Abby continuing saga.
Tama T.

Rosemary says

I hate to say this, but this was horrible book. It starts off with a pregnant Abby found floating in the ocean. A
US Navy ship finds her and brings her on board. They find out she is an American who was kidnapped a
year ago while she was vacationing in Paris. She was bought and sold to a man known as a terrorist. The
Navy Captain, Eric, is taken by her. This surprises everyone bc of his very public views about women and
women in the military. Women should be at home taking care of the kids and catering to husband's needs.
And if you didn't hear that the first time, just wait...it'll be repeated in about two pages. It was a broken
record!!!!!!! Eric was a complete jerk the entire time. There was nothing endearing about him.

Then 80% of the book was spent investigating an accusation of sexual harassment against the Captain. Once
that was over and done, he is suddenly in love with Abby. The amount time the book devoted to the
investigation, made the love for each other so unrealistic. And why did they never discuss Abby's family? If
she was kidnapped, don't you think they would like to know she's alive?

The other characters were very cut and dried and some of the POV's were unnecessary. Like the commander,
she was basically lust crazy for the captain and XO. Why was that necessary to the story.

It seems like an essential plot line of Abby's kidnapper trying to find her disappeared. The epilogue fast
forwarded 2 years.

This was just poorly thought out and the way it was written was lacking as a romance.

Jen says

I spent last night looking around for a new Kindle book and stumbled onto this one. When I read the sample
I was hooked and downloaded it. This book really grabbed me, I spent all day today trying to grab moments
during work where I could read more on my phone. The characters are wonderfully created and everything
felt natural and real. There is some language and a sex scene (which was a little silly at times) but that did
not diminish my enjoyment of the book.

Rae Sontheyon says

Save Your Time And Money On Something Elsewhere! . . .

The story had great intentions aiming to bring light to the issue of sex trafficking, but it was overshadowed
and barely mentioned when another issue in the book took more precedence making the book lack as a whole
story. Character development was surface for how deeply emotional the issues were in the story and I never
felt connected to any character or really cared too much for how the story would all end. In fact the suspense
of "will such and such happen?" never gets resolved and leads you to an epilogue that leaves you going
"Umm, okay. Guess there's another book then."
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Captain Eric Hamilton of the USS Larson finds a woman adrift on a dingy in the middle of the Northern
Arabian Gulf. The woman is badly beaten and dehydrated, but most shockingly she is also very pregnant.
After getting her bandaged up and able to talk he asks how she ended up where they found her and who she
is, she informs Eric that her name is Abigail Carlton. Abby tells Eric that she was from Seattle before she
had chosen to travel in Europe where she was abducted from a nightclub in Paris 332 days ago where she
was then sold to an Arab man named, Seyed Hossein. Eric is old school in thinking about woman having
their place in the world and doesn't believe they should be in the Navy, but he wholeheartedly believe men
who do what was done to Abby are scum of the earth. The two bond and form a connection, making Eric
promise to keep Abby and her baby safe even from the CIA if need be. However, there is also trouble on
board for Eric concerning his views on woman as insubordination abounds and crewman take sides on issues
concerning an allegation of sexual harassment, which if found guilty could render Eric powerless leaving all
of them open to attack.

Overall, there could have been something to this book and I kept waiting for the plot to even out, but it just
dragged on and got messier without complete resolution. Picking one issue to flush out would have been
easier allowing the other to be the series arc plot line, but instead both were installed in this story and it made
the book jumbled. Eric was repeatedly noted as chauvinistic and old school which was okay except when the
author threw in romance trying to make him loving and caring too. Didn't match up. Especially since the
woman he was vying for literally just got away from a guy who controlled every aspect of her existence and
now she gets with a man who is just as controlling but does it out of love?! No woman out of sex trafficking
would have been all for romance in less than a week, too unbelievable, especially for them having sex twice
in the book, like come on *Eye roll. Oh and there was a whole accusation of sexual harassment case, there
was a line in the book that literally had a character question the claims based on the captain being hot and the
woman being a plain Jane so there was no way he'd have gone for her. Like WTH?!!! Like no, I can't even
discuss that. So if you want to waste time on a book that doesn't seem to want to want in the first book and
has too many main issues to end properly while having main character be a total jerk who romances a
woman straight from slavery, then be my guest at reading this, but I will not be reading more in this series or
this book ever again.

------Read more of my reviews at: http://heyitwasfree.blogspot.com/------

Deedee Pegler says

Not my cup of tea

DNF at 35%. I just hated the main character too much to continue. Perhaps the book is about him becoming
a better person, but I was not invested enough to find out.

Peni says

After much debate, I read this story. I had read other reviews indicating that it is woman bashing (my words
not theirs), especially the behavior of men to women in the military. While I agree that the portrayal of
women in the military in this story isn't what it should be, it is fairly consistent with what I know about the
treatment from that time period. It is getting better now, however there is still a long way to go.

I liked some aspects of this story. The focus on human trafficking is really needed, it exists, it happens and
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could happen at anytime anywhere to you. The need to put an end to it is long overdue. I liked that the story
shows the characters as flawed and needing work, especially the Captain. He is old fashioned in both good
and bad ways. He has a hot temper, impatient and stubborn. He is also honest. He doesn't mess around with
subtleties or being diplomatic, He states his beliefs and makes no apologies. He is also a hero, those old
fashioned ways to the good. He steps up to comfort, watch out for and protect those he feels need it,
including women. There is respect there and his treatment of his crew is exacting, tough and expects
perfection always. Uncaring of hurt feelings. He is also consistent in these dealings, because of this his
department (?) heads attempt to keep women under their charge out of his way.

I liked the story itself. As you can tell from the above, the characterization was excellent. To have a reaction
from the reader good or bad shows a good storyteller. The pacing was good although some actions seemed to
be repeated over and over again. I did grow impatient about mid-way through and skipped ahead to the last
3/4 of the story, didn't feel I missed much. I could easily see this story taking place.

With the adult themes and content, I don't recommend for anyone under 14+ and mature.

Natward1yahoo.com says

Didn't finish halfway through. The main problem was that it is boring. This book could have been really
good too given the unique plot and interesting setting. But it is just terribly bland. And I hate when a guy
who supposedly is never really that interested in women is able to suddenly be so interested in a girl
basically immediately after meeting her. Especially in these circumstances. The two characters have said a
handful of words to eachother, all of which have been incredibly forgettable and he's all completely crazy
about this girl and cares about her immensely. He keeps saying, 'I can't explain why she's different or why
I'm suddenly so interested in her' and I want to say, yeah, I have no clue either. I mean if she's so different
from anyone else why can't the author show me why she's different to him. The insta love thing totally
discredits the romance, especially in this type of situation. It would have been so much better if the author
would have spent more time focusing on ways to show us how these two start connecting and building a
slow relationship instead of focusing on dumb little sub plots and the boring going ons of life in the navy on
a ship out to sea. I've read half this book and I couldn't really tell you much that's happened besides the main
part of Abby being brought on board and the captain having short conversations with her that are as boring as
they are emotionless. I would have loved for the captain to treat her very indifferently because he's a serious
and commanding person but then have him slowly open his heart up to her after getting to know her better
and after having meaningful conversations about each other while infusing emotion and passion into it. But
so far this is just about the life in the navy with robotic characters who always say what you'd expect them to
say.

Tracey says

Really enjoyed this, could have been abit more though

Sandra says
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2 stars, and that's being generous.

There was a couple of editing issues, and the story was kinda ishy.

Another abuse survivor who falls pretty quickly for her rescuer.

There's potential here I guess, but I didn't really care about about this one. Glad it was free.

Ann Lihl says

More like a 3.5. I have mixed feelings about this story. I liked the story, first of all, but it was REALLY
unrealistic after a bit of reading it too. I won't elaborate too much on that because then I'll spoil the story.

The first third of the book was really good but then a huge chunk of the book was on a "sexual harassment"
story within the main story, in which it kind of made it THE story for a bit there. Yes, it was a good story
within a story, but then I realized the author needed a "filler" to make it a novel rather than a novella. There
really wasn't much to the story and probably (in my opinion), the author could of just made it one big novel
rather than divide the story into another book where you have to purchase it to continue it. I'm not a huge fan
of trilogies UNLESS they are well written with lots of action and suspense AND it left me wanting more.
Sometimes I feel some authors divide up a story to make the reader purchase it when it really could of been
just one novel to begin with (I guess those days are gone for the most part when authors write E-books).

The last third of the book seemed kind of rushed. I don't care to read the rest of this story line by purchasing
more books. I felt it ended well enough as a stand alone, but I feel it could of been just one story line to begin
with too. Apparently, the main female character is going to be kidnapped AGAIN. So, yah, I'm done with
this............

Cari says

Unsympathetic, misogynistic main character that never gets over his own admitted sexism

The plot was meh, but the main, POV character was such a sexist jerk that I couldn’t even empathize with
his getting falsely accused of harassment. Not worth even the free read.

Steph says

There was so much potential for Saved, but the plot & character development just weren't fleshed out well.
The drama & conflicts were left unfinished and very anticlimactic. I didn't find Eric a sympathetic character,
he's possessive & angry & chauvinistic. He's rude and unprofessional yet highly respected by men and
women on his ship, despite his archaic views of a woman's place. Abby was very demure and submissive, &
though it was made clear that she had the potential to be fierce, I personally didn't see that trait at all. I also
didn't think her attitude was slightly realistic for someone who had been abducted and sold in a human
trafficking ring, then winds up pregnant & on a Navy ship.

That said, had the conflict been developed better, Saved could've been a great book. The concept & setting
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were unique & kept me wanting more, it's frustrate that we didn't get it. I'd like to know more about Abby's
background. She was sketchy about her family & past but nothing came of it. Same with Eric, his life was
kind of glossed over yet mentioned repeatedly. What happened to the woman who filed a report against Eric?
Was she charged? And the other woman who helped her work around the chain of communication? How
about the JAG officer & her emotional upheaval about XO Joe & Eric? What did the CIA do to get their
answers? Why does Abby feel safe enough 2 years later, did something occur with her captor? The entire
reason she was on the ship just kind of disappeared. As I said, the intrigue was there, it had the makings of a
terrific book, it just really didn't give any satisfying conclusions.


