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Rotten Island has always been a paradise for nasty creatures, until one awful day a beautiful flower begins to
grow, threatening to spoil the island forever.
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From Reader Review Rotten Island for online ebook

Matthew says

Oftentimes, the book with the most trenchant and meaningful message will come in the most innocuous
form.

James E. says

One sees in this book the full, detailed appreciation Steig got from his therapy with Wilhelm Reich, of the
depths and savagery of human armoring. Yet one also sees hope for the day when-- armoring having
destroyed itself at last-- unarmored life can restore itself. My children loved this book for both the brutal
savagery and for the hope bursting eternal with the arrival of every new Spring. Steig's genius was his ability
to convey such profound things in terms children can clearly understand.

Rachel Otting says

The horrible ugly creatures on Rotten Island loved their horrible lives until a beautiful flower sprouted up.
The creatures attacked each other until they all died. The next day the island was covered with beautiful
flowers.

Amar Pai says

Really just an excuse for Steig to draw pages and pages of ridiculous monsters. I'm ok w/ this.

Rotten Island is actually a peninsula

Richard Rothaus says

Spectacular. Always a favorite, with a gentle message that can be pondered for years.

David R. Godine says

"Without question, the monster book of the year."
— Boston Globe

"Not since Maurice Sendak's Where the Wild Things Are has there been such a glorious nightmare of a
book."
— People
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"Stupendous."
— The Philadelphia Inquirer

"As visually exciting a book as has ever been produced for children."
— The Detroit News

"What a glorious book! [It:] bubbles, almost boils with color."
— Washington Post Book World

"A gorgeously colored picture book, full of monsters, mayhem and a take-it-or-leave-it message. . .about the
redeeming power of Nature."
— Newsday

Casey Girard says

seems rather on point to 2018.

The Brothers says

Jasper (2.5yo) picked out this book at the library all by himself. I'm not sure what to make of it. It's about a
bunch of monsters on a horrible island with bizarre and dangerous weather patterns who take great pleasure
in causing others pain. Then a beautiful flower shows up and... well, you'll have to read it for yourself.

Illustrations are very vibrant - perhaps that's what Jas liked about the book

Francisco Vargas says

This is one of my favorite William Steig books, have read it to students out loud several times over the years
it never gets old. The vocabulary is exquisite, fun, playful and right on the mark. It's truly a wonderful read
to inspire those non-readers (boys) to love reading especially after realizing Shrek was originally written as a
picture book.

Earline says

I really loved seeing TenNapel's art in color! but overall I felt like the story was just alright. It had some
really great moments with the brother and sister, but I was really not into the alien side story. I may check
out some more of TenNapel's work in the future, but right now I am still underwhelmed.

Shannon says

I'd love to use this book in a middle school lesson on allegory or symbolism, but for now we use it to talk
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about theme. We also compare and contrast it with Steig's Shrek. I'm ready to conclude this author's study.

Ruth says

I'm not sure I can think of any adult illustrators whose art is as uninhibited and truthful as a child's--until
now. This is one amazing picture book. The inventiveness of the monsters and the 'horrible island' is
amazing.

As to the tale, it's certainly a commentary on the idea of beauty that may come after total ruin and chaos.

Such a different book! But in a great way. Lots of fun.

Amanda says

Beautiful colorful illustrations!

Dolly says

This is a bizarre, but insightfull tale about the futility of war and the beauty of nature's ability to renew itself
and persist despite the devastating destruction caused by warfare.

The narrative is a bit long for younger children and the overall story is likely to appeal to older children.

The story is very descriptive and some of the vocabulary is fairly advanced.

William Steig's illustrations are extremely colorful and creative; the fearsome creatures are menacing, but
cute in a strange way.

The drawings have a childlike quality that celebrate the unlimited potential of our imagination.

Overall, it is an entertaining story with very unique illustrations. I really enjoyed reading this book.

Sharn Dhah says

Really fun, colorful illustrations. The setup describing an incredible ecosystem where unique creatures live
and interact with each other is wonderful, if a bit repetitve. I thought the "rotten" island was great, cool, and
much more interesting than the "beautiful" world that begins to grow when the rotten environment is
destroyed. The new environment looks like the Earth we know, with flowers and birds, and sadly, super
boring. Bring back the fighting monsters! Lots to ponder here about morality, destruction, how/why the
rotten world is destroyed, rebirth, and which world is preferable, with an ambiguous ending.


