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Down south, the holidays mean family—and for Yankee librarian Tori Snclair, family means the Sweet Briar
Ladies Society sewing circle. It may not be a white Christmas, but it's one she'll never forget—no matter
how hard shetries...

Instead of spending a nice, relaxing Christmas with her fiancé, Tori Sinclair has been drafted into Sweet
Briar’ s holiday Decorating Committee. And the season has brought sad tidings as well: Charlotte Devereaux,
a sewing circle founding member who unraveled after her storybook marriage fell apart, has passed away.

Charlotte' s last days were foggy, distressed, and feverish... except for the sketches she produced. One detail
in particular jJumps out a Tori and leads to a shocking revelation: Charlotte's husband didn’t leave her—he
was murdered! And as she gets closer to the truth, Tori will discover that just about everyone in town has got
notches on the naughty list this year.
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Nicole Wrightson says

Okay this book went fast and | couldn't seem to put it down.

Thereisa Grinch on the loose in the town bent on destroying Christmas. On top of that, it turns out a case of
ahusband that once was thought to have ran off with another woman, isreally now afive year old cold case.
The Sewing Circle has their job cut out to save Christmas from the Grinch that istrying to get rid of
everything that normally happensin their town for her own evil reasons.

It all startswith adeath of one of the sewing circle founding members. She stopped going to the circle and
doing anything really outside of her house, five years ago when she spread a story about her husband running
off with another woman. She drew a picture for one of her sons, X marks the spot where Dad is. But who
realy killed him? She really loved him, what could make her be involved in any form in his death?

So many questions and not much to go on. The woman who tried to tell the truth died before she was able to
get someone to listen to her. Her mind had turned against her as she had Alzheimer's. So who really killed
Parker? Why did they do it? Why did his wife cover it up? So many questions bugging Tori Sinclair about
the whol e thing that she stops being able to sleep because of it. She won't be able to sleep good until she
finally gets to the bottom of it. But will finding out the truth be something different then people are starting
to expect that Ethan killed his father and his mother covered it up?

Sandy Duke says

Still enjoying this series. Not sure why | didn't love this one quite as much, but it was afun, quick read and
kept me guessing.

Lynn Cahoon says

Love the sewing circle!

Judy L. says

A Christmas miracle

Thisisastory about a couple of hidden agendas, which all lead to amazing ends, touching your heart in
many ways.

Lisa says
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Great series!

Helen says

Well, it was interesting the way Casey handled the character of Brian, sinceit is difficult to have characters
with reduced mental capacity without spending pages dealing with the nature of the character. He'snot a
major character in the amount of time heis present but is vital to the story.

I think some of the sewing circle would drive me mad if | read too many of this series. I'm not too sure about
the Alzheimer patient and her art work. | really liked the way little Kyle was handled, although the
prospective stepmother was perhaps alittle overdrawn.

Not thrilled about this series.

Amy says

Thiswas one of my favoritesin this series! It was a perfect read for the holiday season but certainly can be
enjoyed at any time of the year. The mystery moved along at a nice pace. Each of the ladies in the Sewing
Circle played arole in the book and that helped me remember who they all are, especially since thisisthe
seventh book in the series. Without getting to the actual plot (you can read that in plenty of other reviews),
just when | thought | knew the killer(s)?? identity, the plot took more twists and turns until the very end!

While it can be read as a standalone, | recommend reading the books in order for character development.
That isjust my personal preference with this particular series. I'll definitely be continuing with the next book
in the series.. | don't give 5 stars very often but this book definitely earned it..

Paula Ratcliffe says

Thisisagreat series revolving around Tori Sinclair also called Victoria, and her sewing circle sisters. Tori
works at the local library, and gets roped into running a Christmas Decorating Commitee normally hosted by
one of the sewing sisters has now gone to the council members new girlfriend who has stripped so much
holiday cheer out of her plans.

Meanwhile early on in the book Charlotte Devereaux a original sewing circle member dies after battling
Alzheimer's disease, her only passion at the end of her time was drawing pictures. One of the pictures ends
up leading Tori and fellow sewing circle sisters to discover Charlotte's dead husband Parker. Which creates
bigger questions including how a 69 year old woman would bury her dead husband in the yard at the library?

This book is great, warm and cozy it starts at Thanksgiving and leading up to Christmas. What a great cozy
mystery | will definitely read more by this great author!

Joy Wilson says

| bought this book for my mom because she loves alittle light mystery. | didn't realize it was one of series of
books and this one is about number 7. Mom enjoyed it even as a stand alone. | can say that | enjoy the fact
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that the lead character isalibrarian, but | wish | had started at the beginning of the series because | felt a
little out of sortswith the charactersinitially. My lack of background hurt me when all the characters are
being introduced. The mystery came about 1/4th of the way in and was easy enough to spot. No great
mystery, but the warm and joy of the Christmas season was well detailed. Another major point plot isthe
removal of the head of the Christmas decorating committee to put in the new sweetie of a councilman. Once
again thisis creates a bit of dramain how she will be handled, but for a quick read during the holidays you
don't really want to many twists or trauma. | may buy more of the series for my mom asthisisafun, light,
and witty author. If you like to see, she apparently puts patterns in he books at the end.

Hilary (A Wytch's Book Review) says

Tori and the rest of the Sewing Circle are stunned to learn that Margaret Louise has been dumped from the
Christmas Decorating Committee in favour of a Councilman's new girlfriend/fiancee, and this woman (who
soon gets the nickname The Grinch) is determined to make changes, LOTS of changes, gone are the
Dickensian wreathes and swags in rich reds and greens, in are some pink and silver, blink and you miss them
decorations. Gone is the Christmas Tree with the decorations partly picked out by the Councilman's late
wife, in comes a cartoon tree on ascreen! The Grinchis all sweetness and light whilst the Councilman is
around, when he isn't sheis busy making everyone'slives amisery, in particular Kyle, the Councilman's
young son, The Grinch want's to erase any trace of the previous wife.

Whilst all this has been going on there has been a death, alady whose husband ran off, and then she got
dementia, the only thing that seemed to bring her joy was sketching, and it is one of these sketches that |eads
to the rather gruesome discovery that the husband didn't run away after al but was buried in the grounds of
the library! Now Tori and her friends have to figure out what happened, why it happened and make sure that
The Grinch is pushed out of Sweet Briar for good!

Deborah Almada says

A nice holiday edition to a comfortable and enjoyable series with al of our favorite Sweet Briar friends!!!!!!
Tori is drawn into another mystery while trying to organize the first big library holiday book sale, plan her
wedding and help her friends battle the "Grinch" who took over Margaret Louise's cherished Christmas

Teri Stich says

Just plain fun!

Dizzy says

| really enjoyed this cozy mystery. | hadn't read any in this series before, but I'll definitely be reading more
now. It wasn't your typical murder mystery at al, and | won't specify b/c | don't want to ruin anything for
those who haven't read it, but let's just say that the premise behind this story was different and refreshing.
And | also really liked the delightful main character/sleuth and the cast of supporting characters -- sweet and
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hilarious older women in a sewing club! :)

Linda says

The characters of Elizabeth Lynn Casey's Southern Sewing Circle series are fun to "visit" anytime, but
especialy during the holidays. Librarian, Tori Sinclair and her friends in the Sweet Briar Ladies Society
Sewing Circle are kept busy with Christmas decorating and looking into the desth of one of their club's
founding members. The book cover of this cozy mystery perfectly sums up the story. Tori and her eclectic
group of friends, care about Sweet Briar, South Carolina and care about each other! It is so easy to get caught
up in this series and feel like you are actually there! Thisinstallment has an interesting plot with fun twists
and turng!

Susan says

Librarian Tori is confronted with two problems just as the holiday season is starting. Her friend Margaret
Louiseis no longer in charge of Sweet Briar's Christmas decorations, replaced by alocal politician's hateful
new girlfriend, who is also making life miserable for his young son. And aformer member of the sewing
circle has died of Alzheimer's, leaving some strange questions about the disappearance of her husband years
ago in her wake. Could that sweet elderly lady have murdered him? It doesn't seem possible, yet she
certainly knew things that she wasn't telling. The ending doesn't quite tie up the loose ends, but Tori's sewing
circle friends aren't quite as over-the-top as they sometimes are--I'm looking at you, Leonal
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