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Each millennium brings a new Neteru, a vampire huntress whose mission is to vanguish evil from the world.
This millennium's savior has come in the form of Damali Richards, a hip-hop divawith the heart of awarrior
and an attitude to match. But awar in Hell has cost Damali both her powers and her past love, Carlos Rivera.
Still, Damali can't let her grief stand in her way. Several gruesome deaths, starting with an American
research team, have come to Damali's attention in Brazil. The nature of the deaths leads Damali to believe
that the killer is anything but human...

Unknown to Damali, the life of Master Vampire Carlos Riverawas saved by a most unlikely group: a band
of monks also dedicated to fighting the Dark Realm. In exchange, they want Carlos to help stop the inhuman
murders plaguing Brazil-and they will use Damali as bait if they have to. Reunited, Damali and Carlos give
in to the erotic passion they have fought for so long. Together, they are a powerful force. But Damali has
made a terrifying enemy who won't rest until the beautiful Neteru is dead...
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Sara says

Weéll, I've gotten through Book #3.

| enjoy the world around Carlos, the vampire. The council, the intrigue, that sort of thing. | don't understand
hardly any of it. Thisis the most confusing book series ever.

But - theresWAY too much angst here! | want more vampire hunting! More battles! Hold off on that drama,
girl! It wears me out, it's stilly, it makes no sense. There are parts of this story that | like but parts that are so
eyerolling.

It's also terribly confusing. | never understood a thing about the demons and the were-demons and the
Neterus and the guardians and whatever else went on.

(view spoiler)

Kat (Kindred Dreamheart) says

| hate the way the characterstalk also, but it's agood over all story. The language is not aturn off, its comic
relief.

Ka'leneReads says

The series never getsold for Mi, | loveit!......On to my Favoritein the series #4 The Bitten

Jennifer says

It took me forever to read this book. And redlly, | don't know why | am still reading this series. The language
isridiculous. NOBODY TALKSLIKE THAT! Also, | end up getting do made at Damali and Carlosthat it's
not even funny. So, in this book, D and Carlos FINALLY get together and its super hot. Then, they have to go
to Brazil to deal with this crazy thing that is eating humans. Carlos and D fight about it and she puts on a
concert over there that is so hot it reaches the Vampire Council. Thereisthisfemale that is calling for Carlos
and he wants her bad because he thinks she's avamp female that got ahold of Neteru scent, but really sheisa
fallen mother-seer who turned were-demon and is not crazy. D and Carlos fight and he wants to cheat on her,
oh and one of the members of the vamp council knows that Carlos is playing both sides and triesto
manipulate him to be with the were-demon. We meet a man from Marlene's past and he and Shabazz get al
territorial about her. D and her team join up with Mar's ex and deal with the crazy were-demon former
mother seer. They also kill the council member that is trying to manipulate Carlos, who then comes to save
the day. | was super angry with how D and Carlos acted and that they can't just get over themselves and be
together. We get it, Carlos was her destined soul mate but now he's not, but they love each other, always
have and always will. Neither can stand the idea of the other with someone else, so get over it and learn how
to deal with what you have. Oh, and did | mention that the language is ridiculous? Because it is. Also, the
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guy from Mar's past, he had an accent, but he did not always have his accent; it was very inconsistent, which
was also irritating. However, | will read at least one more book. | do like D and Carlos and the team so | am
not ready to give up on this series, but it's not guaranteed that | will finish the series.

Cherie says

| have to say | definitely liked this better than the first two in this series. And after reading the teaser for The
Bitten at the end, I'm anxiously looking forward to that one now too.

Granted like the first two, the writing style got to me at times. Were it not for the fact that the characters tend
to say alot of useless and unimportant stuff, I might've gotten lost in the dialogue sometimes, partialy
because of the dialect they use—isit called hip hop, black, or urban street language, I'm not sure—and also
because Damali sometimes seems to go on and on in her head about nothing at all. Fortunately, any time this
happened, it wasn't detrimental to understanding what was going on.

In this book, Carlosis able to fight his ever-strengthening vampire nature because of hislove for Damali, and
has become a valuabl e resource to the Guardian team. I'm glad to see his placeis secured in future books.

Dominique L amssies says

Y ou know what is neither sexy nor exciting? 560 pages of agirl and her boyfriend yelling at each other. The
blatent sexism doesn't help either.

This book islargely plotless and really hard to follow because of it. There are afew shreds of plot spread out
through the run very, very sparingly, and that makes it al the more confusing when what little plot thereis
actually happens.

This book is pretty evenly divided. The first 250 pages are the sex part. The plot that's been hinted at in
baffling glimpses becomes a thing after that, with no more sex. But even still, the plot is extremely thin.
Redlistically, the story could fit into about 150 pages. Generoudly. If the point of the book is explore Damali
and Carlos's relationship, that's fine, don't have another plot at all. Don't promise us something and then not
deliver it. It was over pretty fast and conveniently when it happened.

And, the depth of this book that all the reviewers were talking about is completely lost on me. Thisbook isa
pretty basic, good aways defeats evil, love conquers all schtick. And thisis where the sexism takes a heavy
toll. If sex has power, then why doesn't Damali struggle with it the way Carlos does? Carlosisaguy and he
feedsinto the notion that all guys are sex addicts who can't exercise will power, while the women are sacred
and pine only for the love of their lives and give themselves to none other. Whether or not Carloswinsthis
battle doesn't matter, because it's kind of insulting that he hasto fight it in the first place. And we won't even
go into the concept of vampires being sex addicts (they're dead! How can dead things be obsessed with sex,
aside from a severe mental condition?!)

There'sis nothing to recommend this book at al, as far as I'm concerned.
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Monica**can't read fast enough** says

31/2 stars

This was my favorite installment so far! So much happened to move the story along. I'm taking a short break
from the series to get some other things read, but I'll hopefully come back to it later this year. For some
reason I'm thinking these are perfect for fall/winter reading.

You can find me at:

*(v).e*Monlatable Book Reviews*e.(v )
Twitter: @M onlatReader

Instagram: @reader monica

Facebook: Monica Reeds

Goodreads Group: The Black Bookcase

Amber says

A lot happened in this book, and it took me awhile to finish because |'ve been so busy. But I'll try to
remember everything that happened...

First, Damali and Carlos finally come together. | love that L.A. Banks took her sweet time to get her
charactersto that point. | would still qualify this book as romance, but it is definitely top tier romance. Banks
isan amazing writer. Her books have a complex and continuous plot revolving around our two lovers. At one
point in this book | wasn't sureif our lovers would make it, but the book ended well and | ook forward to
reading the next one!

For those of you who may be thinking, "Oh thisisjust another vampire drama,” No! No it is not. There are
no sparkly vamps or oversized dogs here. Here there be monsters! Banks introduces were-beasts to her story
in this book. | say were-beasts, because al of them were originally human and are now half demon animal.
The antagonist here being awere-jaguar, which is definitely atwist. I've heard of werebears and werewolves
but never anything else. Anyway, | still definitely recommend this series to any Vamp drama lovers out
there! These books are awesomel!!!

Deloris says

APB Perspective Reviews :

3.5sars.

| love Carlos and Damali but thereis so much dialogue | felt like | wanted to scream, just stop it !" But I'm
interested is the series so I'm on to the next book because | want to see what happens next .

Melanie says

Sexy, entertaining, suspenseful, sexy, engrossing, and sexy are just some of the words to describe this series.
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Fangsfor the Fantasy says

So we open up knowing that Damali & her gang are depressed. I'm not entirely sure why they're all
depressed —they just kind of are. | think it's because they escaped from the tunnels of hell but Carlos—a
vampire who none of them knew — didn't. This also really depresses Damali who expresses this by having a
random vampire kill, just because and decides to have a reunion with an old friend, drink booze and spend
some time reminiscing and being depressed

We know they're depressed because they spend an avwwfully long time telling us that they're depressed. No,
realy, thisislike 15% of the book here, spent telling us how depressed they are. They might rename the
“exposition room” to the “moping room.” | honestly didn't think I'd finish this book because that first 15%
was amost impossible to read. Somehow, | managed. | wish | hadn't. This book makes me feel | have to go
back and re-read Sunshine, our only DNF review because if | got through this | owe McKinley a second
chance!

Anyway, Carlos, has survived! Yay, | guess? Heisfound by the surviving priesty-dudes and taken to a secret
location to recover and be offered adeal — he fights the good fight for 7 years and his soul will be redeemed
(because, y'’know, nearly dying to save the Neteru and the world? Totes not enough). There then follows
page after page of Carlos saying how horny the Neteru makes him and how there's some vampire women out
there and they make him horny and zomg so horny and hungry and horny and — for gods' sake Carlos, go get
some alone time with your right hand already.

Read More

Unapologetic_Bookaholic says

Up to this point | was liking the series. Now | LOVE it! The vampire huntress squad was magnified and you
really got to see adynamic that will leave you loving or hating them.

Vampire huntress Damali grows up and her lover Master Vampire Carlos gets awhiff of something. Thereis
alot to aways bite off and chew slowly when reading L A Banks. This book bloomsinto athorny rose that
pricks you. It wants blood.

Jocardo says

This seriesis very good. While it doesn't get the love that Sookie Stackhouse, Lestat, Anita Blake, Buffy and
countless others get, it isjust as good or better. These books would make a beautiful movie or series AND
have the most DIVERSE cast that the world has ever seen!!! If hope Ms. Banks brings these storiesto
Hollywood (or HBO or Showtime) and if she ever needs a script writer, just send it my way!!!

Tiffiane says

This book was A-M-A-Z-1-N-G!
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Vampires, Were-humans, Were-demons, the 7 levels of Hell, an ancient Amazon mother-seer who thinks she
isthe Neteru, the continuing war between light and dark, battles, bloodshed, death, sex, love, lessons and
choices, this book has everything!

Carlos continues to burn both ends against the middle, hoping against hope that no one will catch him while
he struggles to make his choice between light and dark. He was marked as dark well before he became a
Master Vampire, but because he was already originally fated to be a guardian and Damali's life-mate, his
soul haslight, even if his choicesin life tend to lean to the dark side. His soul is caught in Purgatory while
both sides fight for and against him, allowing him time to choose because of the breach in supernatural
law...but that window of timeisclosing at arapid rate. Every visit he makes to subterranean levels of Hell
brings him closer to the dark and further from the light. While part of Carlos belongs to Damali, it is still
about choice and every decision he makes further determines what will happen to his soul. If only Carlos
would open his mind fully to Damali and allow her in, have along talk about what his options are if he
chooses the light, can he truly commit to the light. His doubts and fears and limited imagination are taking
him from her, but she can't help him more than he wants to be helped, and it hurts both of them.

Damali's team learns of a portal that wasn't fully closed when Nuit was destroyed, and that portal being open
allows things of all typesin AND out. Now they must travel to Brazil to face this evil head-on. The book of
the Temt Chaas writes itself and burns into existence new pages, only revealing information when it knows
you need to know. So one day the book reads something completely different than the next day. So it isn't
until Damali and Marlene are physically in Brazil and can feel the pull of the dark side, that the book reveals
ahorrible history. An ancient Amazon warrior guardian with her heart set on revenge of the darkest kind,
because of atrocities that occurred 500 years ago, has been trapped geographically by the were-realm for al
of those years and she has had it...she wants out. So even though she has daylight capabilities, she can't leave
Brazil. The porta being left partially open has allowed her out, and she istelepathically calling Carlos as
hard as she can, like a siren, because power draws to power, and she can sense hisimmense power and wants
to useit for her vengeance. She wants the vampires ability to go anywhere, no geographical restrictions, and
that means seducing Carlos for a V-point and black blood exchange, neither of which is sanctioned by the
Vampire Council. But what she doesn't know is that only one can come out on top of aV-point, and it would
never be her. Foolish and dangerous.

Counselor Vlak has openly voiced his vehemence against Carlos, seemsto think Carlos is protecting the light
and Damali'sinterests, and isn't loyal to the dark side. Well, he'sright, to a point. The sliver of light still |eft
in himis pissing Vlak off, and it's about to explode. Strike afew dealsin Hell, some double-crosses, bad
choices, and before you know it, it blows up into something out of control, larger than almost neither side
can control, unless they come together.

| can't wait to read book 4, because this story is getting so hot, | just have no ideawhat to expect next!

Shavaugn says

DEEP. That Amazon warrior was a bad mumma mummal
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