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Things are going well for Decius Caecilius Metellus. He is Praetor Peregrinus. His cases will be those
dealing with foreigners, and all of Italy ishis province. Hisfirst stop is Campania, Italy's most popular resort
district. Decius and hiswife, Julia, are happy for a change of scenery. But the good times end when, in a
town near Vesuvius, apriest's daughter is murdered. Decius must find her killer and keep the mob off a
young boy who everyone blames, but who he believes to be innocent.

Decius may have acquired more prestige, but he's also acquired more trouble.
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Denise says

I've read the SPQR books in sequential order up to this book (#11). IMHO, thisisthe best of the series (so
far). A read page turner, it drove me on and on ("Who did it?"). | never even saw it coming. The author
writes very tight plots. He introduces al the pertinent charactersin the beginning so you don't get lost. He
carries the story of the book (before the one you're reading) in a short summary in order to keep the reader
oriented (in caseit's been awhile since you've read the previous book). And al the while he's keeping the
bigger picture in the background (Pompey, Caesar, Marc Antony, Cleopatra etc) so you know about what
time period our hero and his wife (and freedman Hermes) are in. Very enjoyable series that puts readersinto
Roman palitics of thetime. | highly recommend these!

L ance McMurchy says

For methisisthe best book in the seriesthat | have read so far. The book has hummer, twists and intrigue.
And, for asmall book of just under 200 pages, it packs a punch. Aswell as quality of the mystery itself, the
book doeswell in comparing the life in Rome with that of rich Bay of Naples. When | had finished the book,
it left me chucking with asmirk on my face. Thisisagreat read, and not just for those who like Roman
based literature.

paolo says

Is a pleasure read Maddox. Well written nice plot.

Crazytourists books says

APKET? LT ONTIK? BIBA?0 TNG OEIP?C OTNV OTID?0 TPWTAYWVIOTE? 0 AXKI10¢ Kalk?A10 M?teAoc.
APKET? TOAUNP? KAl KAAOYPAUHEVO. KpaT?el TO EVAIO@?POV AV KAl N A?01 TOU HUCGTNP?0L ?7pXETAl
OPKET? ATI?TONO OTA TEAELTA?0 KEP?AAIO.

Alaf?etal uX?pIOTA KOl OUT? EAVAL TO CNUOVTIK? VIO TOV CUYKEKPILUAV0 BIBAY0.

Argum says

Decius has been elected to the praetorship from the previous book. He is assigned to foreignersin the Italian
peninsula. He visits Baiae and finds a very relaxed very decadent group of locals. The priest's daughter is
killed and a dlaver's son is accused. Decius doesn't think he did it so tries to help. He finds dark secretsin the
place instead and more soon die. Julia helps and she has crazy girlfriends with her on the trip. As usual you
can't solve the mystery suspect wise with information at hand, but you can get the motive straight or different
pieces put together. A bit of hand waving, but nothing contradictory in the foundation of the story.
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NekT?plo¢ KaAoy?pou says

ESa1peTIK? 10TOP?0 UE TNOK? OCTUVOUIKO? HUBIOTOPUATOC UE YATO TN PWHA K ? AUTOKPATOP?.

I POUUAO OE TP?TO TIP?0WTO KAl aA@yNT? Vav av2TeEPO dIKOOTIK? (§Ev0d7Kn) ToL EEVEl OTNV
T2AN TV Ba?2wv (av?Kel oTnV up?tepn TEPLOX? TNE Moumm2a¢), EETUAEL VA KOUR?pl OE1p?g
O0AOPOVIV TIOU OTO T?A0C PAEC MA{? dVOUV O VA ATOA?TWCE IKAVOTINTIK? T?A0C.

Exel Tp?00Tmd - TIPWTAYWVIOT?G TIOL €2KOAN aYKO AL 20UV TO AVIPIK? KAl TO YUVOIKE?0 AVOWWOTIK?
KOIV?.

OAQ aUT? CUVIEBEUNVA UE EIKVEC LIOC PAANC ETIOX 2C.

Christopher Taylor says

Another fine addition to a solid, entertaining, and informative Roman era mystery series. Deciusis at the
height of his power, right before Caesar takes over. Hisjob isto oversee areas outside Romein the Italian
peninsula, particularly acting as a magistrate. Naturally, everywhere he goes is plagued with particularly
challenging troubles.

This particular mystery wasn't the most cryptic of the series but did a nice job of peeling back the decadence
and corruption under Rome's fairly civilized exterior. There are more interesting bits of culture and history
revealed, and thistime he'sin Baiae (now mostly underwater) and Vesuvius is making rumbles hinting at
future disaster. Heis not in the areawhen it finally eruptsin 79 AD (the story is set in 50 BC).

There are minor quibbles with historical terms (courtyard is used a couple times, the proper term is ‘atrium’)
but they do not detract from the overall entertainment.

Maj says

WEell, this one was fun. It kept me guessing and it dangled Cicero in front of my eyes (if not fully utilising
him) afew times. And my dear Tiro. Cameos, but they counted.

Decius, as aman of power, gravitas and pietas is maturing nicely, and working much better than | would
have anticipated, based on his early wild Roman days.

Thisisab/5 in the context of the series, definitely among the best. Obvioudly, it's hardly aliterary
masterpiece, but it breaths life into my favourite period of Ancient Rome and it does it brilliantly.

Stacey says

Deciusis now Praetor Peregrinus and finally holds a position with imperium - real power. He has begun his
period as praetor in Campania, the popular resort area. This means Decius is dealing with businessmen, not
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politicians for a change & he remarks a few times how odd it is Caesar & Pompey are never mentioned.

The first murder happens shortly after hisarrival, the daughter of a priest was killed while bathing & the
main suspect is a Numidian daver's son. This gives Decius all the authority he needs to take over. He thinks
the son isinnocent. Then the slaver himself iskilled. Then aslave girl. The civic dignitaries are in an uproar.
Can he solve these murders and prevent ariot?

Deciusis at his noble, snoopy best in this murder. He has the help of Hermes & Julia as usual, with cameos
from Cicero aswell.

Great mystery, lots of twists, told with plenty of details of Roman life at the period and the usual humor.

Georgina Ortiz says

| was supposed to read this book two months ago, but avery disappointing discovery (with the Amazon
Kindle version) prevented me from doing so. So | had to order the actua "physical” book from Amazon and
wait for, argh, months.

Assoon as| started reading the first few pages, | realized one thing (and one thing only): Under Vesuvius
was worth the wait. Period. Decius (yes the protagonist) is now praetor peregrinusin this book, a position
with real power (meaning he now has imperium, or the power to summon and lead armies at will). One of the
many things | like about the SPQR seriesis how the reader |earns about the Ancient Roman public career
(i.e. the cursus honorum or the path of honor)through the main character. Decius, who belongs to one of
Ancient Rome's greatest and most powerful families, started as a very low-ranking official in the series first
book (Decius commanded the night watchmen in the squalid Subura district, looking out for fires and such),
then became quaestor (The Catiline Conspiracy,), senator (The Sacrilege,), diplomat (The Temple of the
Muses), Caesar's "secretary" (Nobody Loves a Centurion), aedile (The River God's Vengeance), then at last,
praetor. | feel asif | am one of Decius clients, monitoring (and looking after) his career, wishing aways the
best for this very delightful character.

I won't discuss the merits of Under Vesuvius anymore, because fans of Decius will know what I'm going to
write about. But let me just say that | feel very sad, because the next book I'm going to read will be the
second to the last in the (existing) series :( Hurry up hurry up with SPQR XIV, Mr. Roberts. Please. After al,
X1l isavery unlucky number, innit?

Norma says

"like a vacation with duty hours™"

A pleasant duty round as Praetor in Campania erupts into violence when ayoung girl is found murdered and
her admirer is accused of the killing. But Decius Caecilius Metellus the younger believes him innocent and
hopes to save the youth from the death sentence he himself will otherwise have to proclaim. As possible
witnesses also start to disappear or die, finding the needed proof becomes aimost impossible. Twists and
turns set in a debauched society even by Roman standards all told with deliciously dry humour and, as usual,
nicely narrated by John Lee. Delicious

lan says

Decius cannot seem to go a day without finding a body, in the idyllic, Italian resort town of Baiae, where as
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the foreign praetor, he must hold court and dispense justice.

A beautiful, prominent, and much sort after young lady is murdered. The seemingly guilty young man, who
was one of her suitors, seems, to the experienced eyes of Decius the younger, to not be the guilty party. A
complex investigation ensues, which uncovers a great deal of social deception, economic intrigue, and
corruption amongst the powerful. The usual.

The young man was not murderer, rather his stepmother did the deed, for the obvious reasons. Inheritance. A
fact obviousin hindsight, and after being revealed by our diligent investigator.

Linda Humber stone says

John Maddox Roberts books are always entertaining and interesting and this one is no exception. Thisis
another enjoyable story featuring the Roman detective Decius Metellus who has climbed the cursus honorum
to become ajudge and is thoroughly enjoying the perks but still cannot resist investigating crimes himself.

Lily says

| am so sad this seriesis ending in only two more books. The characters are old friends. If you like the
Marcus Didius Falco books, give this seriesatry. It's not as overtly funny as Lindsay Davis' books, but really
well done.

Dorothy says

Decius Metellus has risen in the ranks to praetor peregrinus. He's ajudge, but he must do his judging outside
of Rome and so we find him in Campania. But even in thisidyllic place, murder and mystery follow Decius.
He must discover the murderer of a priest's daughter and prevent the mob from taking "justice” into their
own hands. Once again, Roberts has constructed a very satisfying tale full of details of the daily life of the
ancients. He does this so very well - all those facts are woven into the mystery so intricately that one learns
without even realizing that oneislearning! Maybe the best way to do it...
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